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Jimmy Gouras of Professional Grant Management Services appeared before the Council to provide an 

overview and respond to questions from Council members regarding proposed amendments to the 

Midtown Hattiesburg Project TIF. 

Council Vice President Naylor called for public comment.

Rev. Robert Abrams, expressed concern about the cost and said that the City has invested and lost 

money in Main Street Baptist Church. 

Council member Carroll stated that the City has never had a [financial involvement] with Main Street 

Baptist Church; Mayor DuPree concurred.

Council member Delgado stated that the church is 1st Baptist. 

Rev. Abrams repeated that the City lost money.

Council member Carroll disagreed and asked the Mayor to recount details of the sale of the property; 

the Mayor stated that the City first approached the University of Southern Mississippi and then 

considered using the property for City offices [before the sale to Sacred Heart]; he said Sacred Heart 

presently is leasing the property and paying notes. 

Council member Carroll stated that the City no longer pays for the [employee] parking lot, and that the 

Fire Department administration [now] is housed in a building that was owned by the church. 

Council member Delgado said she will make this topic for the next Work Session. 

Council member Carroll stated that the citizens did not lose money [on the sale of 1st Baptist Church].

Mr. Gouras stated that the City would have no risk with this project. 

Chad Edmondson asked why TIFs are not granted consistently in terms of percentage of project costs. 

Council members Carroll, Dryden and Naylor responded, and indicated that projects vary depending 

on the infrastructure work involved and potential benefits to the City. 

Mr. Gouras said TIFs are determined on a case by case basis and that the amount of sales tax and 

property tax generated determines the amount of bonds to be issued. 

Mayor DuPree stated that TIFs were developed as an economic development tool and that upgrades 

like water, sewer and drainage paid for by the developer come back to City coffers and generate 

income. 

Council member Delgado asked whether other cities set limits; Mr. Gouras said they have tried, but 

failed. He said TIFs are a business decision and are based on benefits; Mr. Gouras said Hattiesburg 

has tried previously to place a limit on the number of years a TIF will last. 

There were no other citizens present who wished to address the Council regarding the proposed TIF 

plan.

Council Vice President Naylor closed the public hearing at 4:23 p.m.
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1.  Agenda Review.

2.  Citizens' Forum.
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