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Published Agenda

Tuesday, June 9, 2026 City Council Council Chambers
4:30 PM Special Called Meeting Agenda 200 Forrest Street

Call to Order
Declaration of a Special Called Meeting
Executive Session

1. 2026-473 Closed session to determine the need for executive session with respect to prospective litigation,
in accordance with Mississippi Code, § 25-41-7 (b).

Meeting Adjourn
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Call to Order and Declaration of a Special Called Meeting

BE IT REMEMBERED that the Hattiesburg City Council held a Special Called meeting at 4:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, June 9, 2026, in the Council Chambers at City Hall.

This meeting followed the Council’s last adjourned meeting, held on June 2, 2026.

In attendance were Mayor Toby Barker and members of the City Council Jeffrey George, Ward 1;
Eric Boney, Ward 2; LeAnn Vance, Ward 3; Dave Ware, Ward 4, and Nicholas Brown, Ward 5.

Others in attendance were Director of Administration/City Clerk, Kermas Eaton; City Attorney,
Randy Pope; Clerk of Council, Ronda S. Kennedy; City staff members; media; and the public.

Absent: Deputy Clerk of Council, Lisa Luu Jolly

Council President Ware Called the meeting to order and declared the Special Called Meeting.

Executive Session

1. 2026-473 Closed session to determine the need for executive session with respect to prospective litigation, in
accordance with Mississippi Code, § 25-41-7 (b).

A MOTION was made by Council Vice President George for the Council to ENTER CLOSED SESSION TO

DETERMINE THE NEED TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION at 4:34 p.m.

There being no discussion, the motion carried unanimously with the following vote:
Yeas: 5 — George, Boney, Vance, Ware and Brown

Nays: 0

Council President Ware asked for the Chambers fo be cleared at this time.

A MOTION was made by Council Vice President George and seconded by Council Member Vance to

ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION at 4:35 p.m. to discuss strategy sessions or negotiations with respect to
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prospective litigation, litigation, or the issuance of an appealable order when an open meeting would have a
detrimental effect on the litigating position of the public body, pursuant to Mississippi Code Section § 25-41-7 (4)(b).
There being no discussion, the motion carried unanimously with the following vote:
Yeas: 5 — George, Boney, Vance, Ware and Brown
Nays: 0

The City Attorney stepped into the hall and announced that the Council had entered Executive Session to
discuss strategy sessions or negotiations with respect to prospective litigation.

Those present for the Executive Session were Mayor Toby Barker; Council members Jeffrey
George, Eric Boney, LeAnn Vance, Dave Ware and Nicholas Brown, Director of Administration/
City Clerk, Kermas Eaton; City Attorney, Randy Pope, Clerk of Council, Ronda Kennedy; Chief
Administration Officer, Ann Jones, Police Chief, Hardy Sims; Fire Chief, Chris Carr, Assistant
Fire Chief, Kerry Hardges; and Chief Communications Officer, John Arender.
A MOTION was made by Council Vice President George and seconded by Council Member Vance
to EXIT Executive Session and RE-OPEN the meeting to the public at 5:02 p.m.
There being no discussion, the motion carried unanimously with the following vote:

Yeas: 5 — George, Boney, Vance, Ware and Brown

Nays: 0

A MOTION was made by Council Vice President George and seconded by Council Member Vance
to ADD a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Hattiesburg authorizing and directing the City
Attorney to bring an action in the Forrest County Chancery Court or other appropriate venue to immediately and
permanently abate the public nuisance operating as Cook Out—Hattiesburg and for related purposes, to the agenda.
There being no discussion, the motion carried unanimously with the following vote:
Yeas: 5 — George, Boney, Vance, Ware and Brown

Nays: 0

2026-486 Adopt a Resolution of the City Council of the City of Hattiesburg authorizing and directing the City
Attorney to bring an action in the Forrest County Chancery Court or other appropriate venue to
immediately and permanently abate the public nuisance operating as Cook Out—Hattiesburg and
for related purposes.

Attachments: Resolution Declaring Cook Out-Hattiesburg a Public Nuisance
“Exhibit A” Incidents Occurred between 6/1/2024 — 6/8/2026 at 3601 Hardy St.

A MOTION was made by Council Vice President George and seconded by Council Member Vance
to ADOPT RESOLUTION NO. 2026-103 authorizing and directing the City Attorney to bring an action in
the Forrest County Chancery Court, or other appropriate venue, to immediately and permanently abate the public
nuisance operating as Cook Out—Hattiesburg, and for related purposes.
There being no discussion, the motion carried unanimously with the following vote:
Yeas: 5— George, Boney, Vance, Ware and Brown

Nays: 0
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Meeting Adjourn
THERE BEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS, Council President Ware declared the meeting adjourned at

5:03 p.m. on this 9" day of June 2026, by unanimous consent.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the City Council will be held on Monday, June 15, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND CERTIFICATION

ATTEST: APPROVE:
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Clerk of Council Council President
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ATTEST AND CERTIFY: APPROVE:
City Clerk
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