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Call to Order 
  

 

Public Hearing 

  
 

   

1. 2025-735 Hold a public hearing for appeal filed by Clifford Lockhart, 

Contractor/Representative, to appeal the Hattiesburg Planning Commission's action 

on the petition for a conditional use request for an electronic reader board. The 

Hattiesburg Planning Commission recommended denial of the petition on August 6, 

2025 – continued from October 6, 2025 council meeting. 
      

 

Agenda Review 
  

 

Citizens' Forum 
  

 

Meeting Recess 
  

 

 

 



 
Memorandum 

 
To: Mayor Toby Barker and Members of City Council 
    
From:   
    
cc:   
    
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025  
    
Re: Hold a public hearing for appeal filed by Clifford Lockhart, 

Contractor/Representative, to appeal the Hattiesburg Planning Commission's 
action on the petition filed by Clifford Lockhart, Contractor/Representative, for a 
conditional use request for an electronic reader board. The Hattiesburg Planning 
Commission recommended denial of the petition on August 6th, 2025, continued 
from October 6, 2025. 
 File Number: 2025-735 
 Minute Book # 

 
  
Summary  
  
Recommendation Statement  
  
Please place this on the October 20, 2025 City Council meeting for consideration. 
 











August 2025 HPC Item: A 
Anointed Word Ministries, Property Owner/Applicant, and Clifford Lockhart, Contractor/Representative 
Request for: Conditional Use Approval 
 

 

 
 

Planning Commission 
Case Fact Sheet 

 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Names of Petitioner: Anointed Word Ministries of Hattiesburg, Property Owner/Applicant, 
Clifford Lockhart, Contractor/Representative. 
  

Address of Property:  Tax Parcels   PPIN:  Ward: 
748 W 4th Street     2-029L-09-037.00  26614      4 
 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Request: Residential Buffer for an Electronic Reader Board Variance 
 
Purpose of Request: Anointed Word Ministries of Hattiesburg, Property 

Owner/Applicant, and Clifford Lockhart, Contractor and 
Representative, request approval of a conditional use request 
for an electronic message board for a R-3 zoned property 
located at 748 W 4th Street (PPIN 26614, Forrest County, Ward 
4).      

 
History / Background: The applicant applied for a sign permit for a static face 

replacement for the monument sign for Anointed Word 
Ministry Church in April of 2024. The permit noted that it was 
to be a “Face Replacement on a 4x8 sign, ‘lighted’, Replace 
Broken Glass and Letter Paint.” The sign that was in place 
before was a monument sign, which had an internally 
illuminated sign and not an electronic reader board. The 
application for the sign permit did not note that the sign would 
include a digital reader board portion. The sign permit was 
approved on April 24, 2024, with a note that the permit 
approval was for a “Face Replacement Only.” The permit was 
paid for and picked up on April 30th, 2024, and work 
commenced on the sign.  

 
 On August 13th, 2024, planning staff noticed that the sign was 

not installed as per the sign permit as a “face replacement,” 
but instead was completely refaced and included an 
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electronic reader board. Per the Land Development Code, 
signs with an electronic reader board portion are required to 
be 40% or less of the entire sign, 200ft or more from a 
residential property line. They are only permitted in B-5 and 
B-3 by right and R-1C and R-3 with conditional use approval.  

 
 A notice of violation was issued on August 23, 2024, outlining 

the violations found in the unpermitted sign installation and 
included methods to make the sign compliant, which included 
a pre-application form to meet with staff. No pre-application 
meeting was scheduled with the applicant, as no pre-
application form was submitted to the planning division. Code 
Enforcement issued a complaint and citation on August 27th 
for the violation of installing a sign without a permit, and the 
applicant was summoned to appear in court on November 
17th, 2024.   

 
 Three court appearances were held in January, April, and 

June of 2025. The applicant applied for a public hearing for 
the August meetings for the Planning Commission and Board 
of Adjustment. The applicant is seeking conditional use 
approval for an electronic reader board on an R-3 zoned 
property from the Planning Commission and a variance from 
the residential buffer for electronic reader boards and from 
dimensional requirements for electronic reader boards from 
the Board of Adjustment.  

    
Applicant Summary: See Attached 
 
Applicable Regulations:  
 

 
 
SECTION 10    Signs 
 
    10.8 Sign Design 
   

 10.8.2.5 No sign may contain or be illuminated with flashing 
or intermittent lights or lights of changing degrees of 
intensity except electronic message boards or historic signs 
under the following conditions and restrictions:  

 
i. The restoration or operation of historic signs within a 

local historic conservation district or a district listed in 
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the National Register of Historic Places. 
ii. Electronic message board lighting may be provided 

by right in the B-3 and B-5 Districts or in the R-1A and 
R-3 District as a conditional use as follows:  

iii. Flashing, blinking, animated or scrolling messages, or 
interactive signs are prohibited. iv. Messages shall 
post for a minimum time of 8 seconds and the image 
will change instantaneously as seen by the human 
eye;  

iv. Messages shall post for a minimum time of 8 seconds 
and the image will change instantaneously as seen by 
the human eye 

v. Messages consisting of time or alphabetic or numeric 
characters on a background that may not include any 
video or moving images; vi. The use of red lights is 
discouraged in electronic message board signs;  

vi. An electronic message is considered accessory to a 
larger static sign. The electronic message portion of 
such sign shall constitute no more than 40% of sign 
area of a freestanding sign and shall be limited to one 
such sign per lot.  

vii. Electronic message boards shall be separated from 
the nearest lot line of any residential use by a 
minimum 200 feet.  

viii. All electronic message boards shall be equipped with 
light sensing devices or a scheduled dimming timer 
that will automatically dim the intensity of the light 
emitted by the sign during ambient low-light 
conditions and at night so that the sign does not 
exceed the maximum brightness levels allowed in this 
section.  

ix. Maximum brightness shall not exceed 0.3-foot 
candles over ambient light levels measured at a 
distance of one hundred and fifty (150) feet  

x. Written certification from the sign manufacturer must 
be provided at the time of application for a sign permit 
certifying that the light intensity of the electronic 
message center has been preset not to exceed the 
illumnation levels established by this section.  

xi. Any malfunction shall be repaired or disconnected 
within 48 hours by the owner or operator of such sign 

 
Present Zoning:  R-3 Multi-Family Residential  
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Present Use:  Place of Worship  
 
Future Land Use:  Neighborhood Business Corridor 
 
 
Surrounding Zoning  

             and Land Use: North:  R-1B Single-Family Residential  
 South:  R-3 Multi-Family Residential  
 East:  R-3 Multi-Family Residential   
 West:  R-3 Multi-Family Residential  

Letters or  
Concerns stated: The Planning Division Office has not received any letters or 

other written communications regarding this case as of the 
finalization of this report.  

 
Option:  Recommend Approval or Denial of the Conditional Use 

Request for an electronic message board for a R-3 zoned 
property located at 748 W 4th Street (PPIN 26614, Forrest 
County, Ward 4).   
 
 

 
Basis for approval:  12.3.3 Conditional Use Approvals 
 

12.3.3.1 Compliance Required. Uses requiring 
Planning Commission approval, as noted in the Table 
of Uses in Section 5 of this Code, shall be approved 
subject to this Section. Any application for such use 
must comply with all applicable standards that apply 
to similar uses and properties in the zoning district in 
general, the specific conditions listed for that use in 
Section 5, and the following criteria. Where conflicts 
exist, the Planning Commission shall determine which 
criteria apply on a case-by-case basis. 

 
12.3.3.2 Additional Approval Criteria. In addition to 
the standards mentioned above, the applicant for a 
request for the Planning Commission to approve a use 
shall be required to demonstrate that his/her proposal 
addresses the following additional requirements, 
except that the Planning Commission may waive any 
one or more criteria that it determines are not 
applicable based upon the expected impact of the 
proposal. 
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i. Determination that adequate public facilities and 

services will be available concurrent with the impacts 
of the development as evidenced by letters of 
sufficiency from utilities and schools and a 
determination by the city engineer that the available 
capacity of existing streets can safely provide access 
to the site. 

ii. The proposed development will be compatible with 
surrounding uses and will protect adjacent properties 
through the following measures: 

• Protection of privacy. The proposed plan shall 
provide reasonable visual and auditory privacy 
for all dwelling units located within and 
adjacent to the site. Fences, walls, barriers and 
/ or vegetation shall be arranged to protect and 
enhance the property and to enhance the 
privacy of on-site and neighboring occupants. 

• Protection of use and enjoyment. The 
proposed plan shall be designed and arranged 
to have minimal negative impact on the use 
and enjoyment of adjoining property. 

• Compatible design and integration. The use 
meets all design criteria required by this Code 
that apply and is designed to integrate well 
both on and off site. 
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SUBJECT PARCEL 

748 W 4th Street — Conditional Use Request 

Conditional Use Request- Anointed Word Ministries of Hattiesburg, Prop-

erty Owner/Applicant, and Clifford Lockhart, Contractor/Representative, 

request approval of a conditional use request for an electronic message 

board for a R-3 zoned property located at 748 W 4th Street (PPIN 26614, 

Forrest County, Ward 4). 
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HPC Item: A 

 

 

Site Aerial 
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Surrounding Area 
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Surrounding Area 
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MINUTES OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

HATTIESBURG PLANNING COMMISSION  

August 6th, 2025 

  

Board Members Roll Call: 

Members Present: 

1. Amy Hinton, Chair 

2. Elayne Lockett 

3. Rhoda Pickett, Vice Chair 

4. Lee Anne Venable  

5. Richard Conville  

6. Charles Dawe  

7. Caroline Ingram 

 

Members Not Present: 

1. Michael Dickerson  

2. Rebekah Ray, Secretary  

3. Edward Hargrove 

4. Vacant Seat 

 

Staff Present:   

1. Cory Long, Planning Manager 

2. Nathan Satcher, Senior Planner 

3. Kevin Bates, Building Official 

4. David Miller, Esq.  

5. Wiley Quinn, Director of Urban Development 

6. Meridian McDaniel, Planner I 

             

Chair Hinton declared the Hattiesburg Planning Commission meeting open and in session 

at 1:09 p.m. 

 

AGENDA REVIEW 

  

Motion: 

 Made by Commissioner Lee Anne Venable to approve August’s agenda.   

Second: 

 Made by Commissioner Elayne Lockett 
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Vote:  

 

Board Member 

 

Yea Nay Other 

Richard Conville  X   

Charles Dawe X   

Michael Dickerson   ABSENT 

Amy Hinton X   

Elayne Lockett X   

Rhoda Pickett X   

Edward Hargrove   ABSENT 

Rebekah Ray   ABSENT 

Lee Anne Venable  X   

Caroline Ingram X   

 

The motion to approve August’s agenda was passed by a 7-0 vote.  

 

 

MINUTES REVIEW 

 

Motion: 

 Made by Commissioner Elayne Lockett to approve the July 2nd, 2025, meeting minutes.  

Second: 

 Made by Commissioner Lee Anne Venable 

 

Vote:  

 

Board Member 

 

Yea Nay Other 

Richard Conville  X   

Charles Dawe X   

Michael Dickerson   ABSENT 

Amy Hinton X   

Elayne Lockett X   

Rhoda Pickett X   

Edward Hargrove   ABSENT 

Rebekah Ray   ABSENT 

Lee Anne Venable  X   

Caroline Ingram X   

 

The motion to approve the meeting minutes on July 2nd, 2025, passed with a 7-0 vote.  

 

BUILDING REPORT 
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Kevin Bates, Building Official, provided the Building Permit Report for July 2025.  

PLANNING REPORT 

Planning staff provided updates on the previous month’s agenda items. 

 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

The Chair did not have a report for the meeting. 

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Planning Commission 

Item A: Anointed Word Ministries of Hattiesburg, Property Owner/Applicant, and Clifford 

Lockhart, Contractor/Representative, request approval of a conditional use request for an 

electronic message board for a R-3 zoned property located at 748 W 4th Street (PPIN 26614, 

Forrest County, Ward 4). 

 

Discussion and Vote: 

The Planning Staff introduced the case.  

 

- Presented by:  

o Clifford Lockhart 

- Proponents: 

o None 

- Opponents:  

o None 

 

 

Motion: 

 Made by Commissioner Charles Dawe to recommend denial of the request.  

Second: 

 Made by Commissioner Caroline Ingram 

Vote:  

 

Board Member 

 

Yea Nay Other 

Richard Conville    ABSTAIN 

Charles Dawe X   

Michael Dickerson   ABSENT 
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Amy Hinton  X  

Elayne Lockett  X  

Rhoda Pickett X   

Edward Hargrove   ABSENT 

Rebekah Ray   ABSENT 

Lee Anne Venable  X   

Caroline Ingram X   

 

 

The motion to recommend denial of the request passed with a 4-2-1 vote, with one abstention. 

Item B: Hancock Whitney Bank, Property Owner/Applicant, and Mark Alexander, 

Representative, Deboriah Renfroe, Applicant, and Mark Bond, Representative, request to close 

and vacate two alleys and one street located in blocks 6 and 7 of the original North Main Street 

Addition Subdivision, also located south of Mildred Avenue, west of Stanley Street, east of 

Redus Street, and north of Hwy 42 (Forrest County, Ward 2).  

Discussion and Vote: 

The Planning Staff introduced the case.  

 

- Presented by:  

o Mark Alexander 

- Proponents: 

o None 

- Opponents:  

o None 

 

 

Motion: 

 Made by Commissioner Charles Dawe to recommend approval of the request.  

Second: 

 Made by Commissioner Rhoda Pickett 

Vote:  

 

Board Member 

 

Yea Nay Other 

Richard Conville  X   

Charles Dawe X   

Michael Dickerson   ABSENT 

Amy Hinton X   

Elayne Lockett X   

Rhoda Pickett X   

Edward Hargrove   ABSENT 
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Rebekah Ray   ABSENT 

Lee Anne Venable  X   

Caroline Ingram X   

 

 

The motion to recommend approval of the request passed with a 7-0 vote. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Business Closed 

Motion: 

Commissioner Amy Hinton  motioned to adjourn the meeting.  

Second: 

Made by Commissioner Lee Anne Venable 

Vote:  

Board Member 

 

Yea Nay Other 

Richard Conville  X   

Charles Dawe X   

Michael Dickerson   ABSENT 

Amy Hinton X   

Elayne Lockett X   

Rhoda Pickett X   

Edward Hargrove   ABSENT 

Rebekah Ray   ABSENT 

Lee Anne Venable  X   

Caroline Ingram X   

 

The motion to adjourn the meeting passed with a 7-0 vote.  

 

The Board of Adjustments adjourned the meeting at 2:07 pm.  

 

 

    

 

______________________________ 

Rebekah Ray, Secretary 

 

 

      

Cory Long, AICP, Planning Division Manager 
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