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Call to Order 

  
 

Agenda Adjustments - Add Policy Item 16 

  
 

   

16. 2024-577 Take from the table; Adopt a Resolution granting and allowing ad valorem tax 

exemption, except state and school district ad valorem taxes to Kohler Co, for a 

period not to exceed ten (10) years, commencing December 31, 2023, and ending 

December 31, 2033, with a true value of $99,925,745.00 or the amount approved by 

The Mississippi Department of Revenue. 

      
 

Agenda Review 

  
 

Work Session 

  
 

   
1. 2025-1 Right Down Broadway Master Plan - presented by Administration. 

  
 

   
2. 2025-2 Comprehensive Plan Update - presented by Administration. 

  
 

Citizens' Forum 

  
 

Meeting Recess 

  
 

 

 



 
Memorandum 

 
To: Mayor Toby Barker and Members of City Council 
    
From: Kermas Eaton, City Clerk  
    
cc: 

 
    
Date: Monday, January 6, 2025  
    
Re: Take from the table; Adopt a Resolution granting and allowing ad valorem tax 

exemption, except state and school district ad valorem taxes to Kohler Co, for a 
period not to exceed ten (10) years, commencing December 31, 2023, and ending 
December 31, 2033, with a true value of $99,925,745.00 or the amount approved 
by The Mississippi Department of Revenue. 
File Number: 2024-577 
Minute Book #MB 2023-173 / 173 / Tabled 

 
  
Summary 
Adopt a Resolution granting and allowing ad valorem tax exemption, except state and school district 
ad valorem taxes to Kohler Co, for a period not to exceed ten (10) years, commencing December 31, 
2023, and ending December 31, 2033, with a true value of $99,925,745.00 or the amount approved 
by The Mississippi Department of Revenue. 
  
Recommendation Statement 
I recommend approval of this item. 
  
Please place this on the January 6, 2025 City Council meeting for consideration. 
 



RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF

HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI

GRANTING EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES

       The City Council next took up for consideration the matter of the application of Kohler 

Company for exemption from ad valorem taxes; and the following Resolution, having first been 

reduced to writing, was introduced:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HATTIESBURG,

MISSISSIPPI, GRANTING EXEMPTION FROM AD VALOREM TAXES 

TO WESTERN CONTAINER CORPORATION AS AUTHORIZED BY 

SECTION 27-31-101 ET SEQ., MISSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, AS AMENDED.

 

       WHEREAS, Western Container Corp, on April 25, 2024, filed in triplicate with this Council 

its Application for Tax Benefits; and

       WHEREAS, Kohler Co, has produced written verification and documentation to this Council 

as to the authenticity and correctness of its application regarding the true value of the additions or 

expansions prayed to be exempted, the completion date of the additions and expansions, and that the 

additions and expansions described in its application do not constitute renovations or replacements of 

realty or personality in whole or in part; and

       WHEREAS, this Council finds that the property described in the said Application constitutes 

additions and expansions of an industrial enterprise of public utility which were in service or 

completed on the respective dates as shown on Exhibit "A" to the Application filed with this Council 

(a copy of Exhibit "A" is attached to this Resolution and incorporated by reference); and that Kohler 

Co, is entitled to the exemption sought for a period of 10 years, all subject to approval and 

certification by the Mississippi Department of Revenue.

       NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi, as follows:

       Section 1.  That the application for Ad Valorem Tax Exemption by Western Container 

Corp, for a consecutive period of ten (10) years from December 31, 2023, through December 31, 

2033, as allowed by Section 27-31-101, Mississippi Code of 1972 as amended, as shown, and 

described in Exhibit "A", be and the same is hereby approved, subject to approval and certification by 

the Mississippi Department of Revenue.

       Section 2.  That Kohler Co is hereby granted tax exemption on ad valorem taxes, except 

state and school district ad valorem taxation with respect to the personal property listed on Exhibit 

"A" for a period of ten (10) years, commencing on 31st day of December 2023, and ending on the 31st 

day of December 2033 with a total true value of $99,925,745.00 or the amount approved by 

Mississippi Department of Revenue. 

       Section 3.  That the Clerk of this Council be, and is hereby directed to spread a copy of this 

Resolution on the minutes of the City Council; and that the City Clerk shall forward the original and 



one certified copy of the Application, and the original and one certified copy of the transcript of this 

Resolution approving said Application and granting the relief prayed for therein to the Mississippi 

Department of Revenue for its approval and certification; after receipt of certification from the 

Mississippi Department of Revenue a Final Order of the Council granting the exemption shall be 

spread upon the minutes and a certified copy of the Order and Application shall be filed with the 

Mississippi Department of Revenue and with the State Auditor's Office; and the Clerk of this Council 

shall also forward one certified copy of the said Application and of the Final Order granting the 

exemption to the Tax Assessor of Forrest County and receive the Certificate of said Tax Assessor 

stating that both the real and  personal property as set forth in Exhibit "A" has been placed on the 

appropriate tax roll as "Non-taxable", except for state and school district ad valorem taxes for the 

duration of the exemption periods only.

       The above and foregoing Resolution, after having been first reduced to writing, was 

introduced by Council member                                   , seconded by Council 

member                                 , and was adopted by the following vote, to-wit:

  YEAS:                                  NAYS:

       The President thereby declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, this the 5th.     

 day of November 2024.

( S E A L )

 

ATTEST:                                      ADOPTED:

______________________________               _____________________________

CLERK OF COUNCIL                             PRESIDENT

      The above and foregoing Resolution having been submitted to and approved by the mayor, 

this the 5th day of November, 2024.

ATTEST:                                      APPROVED:

______________________________               _____________________________

CITY CLERK                                   MAYOR
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BACKGROUND
Critical redevelopment 
corridor near Downtown, 
Midtown, Hardy Street, 
Forrest General Hospital

Predominantly 16th 
Section Land

Increased vacancies as 
historic auto-oriented 
uses have departed 
for other areas
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WHAT WE HEARD
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MAY 2024 | MINI-CHARRETTE
Community event held 
at Grin Coffee

Focus on identifying 
community priorities, 
opportunities

Focus Group held 
with business owners, 
property owners/
tenants, development 
community members
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MAY 2024 | MINI-CHARRETTE
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MAY 2024 | MINI-CHARRETTE
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AUGUST 2024 | “NIGHT OFF BROADWAY”
“Pop-up” demonstration 
at the former Courtesy 
Ford building

Demonstration projects 
including public plaza 
/ programming, bike 
lanes, crosswalks

Reviewed draft 
recommendations and 
provided feedback
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RECOMMENDATIONS
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Land Use 
An attractive livable mixed-use district.

Mobility
A connected corridor for all users and abilities.

Public Realm
A clean and welcoming gateway.

Economic Development
A thriving regional space for business and innovation.

VISION THEMES

Four themes supported 
by related goals and 
aligned action items.



Right Down Broadway | Hattiesburg City Council | January 6, 2025 10

LAND USE
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Create a Cloverleaf 
Commercial Character 
District that takes 
advantage of the 
corridor’s regional access.

Establish a Creative Mixed 
Use Character District that 
supports a work-shop-live 
approach to development.

Prioritize Mixed Use 
Development to make for 
a more dynamic urban 
environment.

Provide housing options 
within the study area, 
including permanent 
supportive housing 
solutions.

Cloverleaf Commercial Character District

Creative Mixed Use Character District

Regional Business Character District

Potential Permanent Supportive Housing Sites

Maintain a Regional 
Business Character 
District that supports 
commercial and light 
industrial use. 
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LAND USE THEMES
Catalyze incremental, mixed-use infill and 
redevelopment over the long term. 

Provide a range of high-quality housing 
options for all who need it. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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ADAPTIVE REUSE OF AUTO DEALERSHIPS



Right Down Broadway | Hattiesburg City Council | January 6, 2025 15

THE MAKER ECONOMY
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MOBILITY
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Create safe neighborhood connections for 
all to walk, bike, and roll.

Maintain regional access as a key 
gateway to the city.

Reallocate ROW 
and Introduce 
Sidepath

Upgrade Intersection to 
Mast Arm Signal Head

Introduce Cycle 
Track

Remove Center 
Turn Lane

Add Painted Crosswalk

N	

15’	 30’	 45’

MOBILITY THEMES
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PUBLIC REALM
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Convert 
underutilized 
concrete and asphalt 
into public spaces or 
vegetation.

Make connections to 
green and blue spaces 

by establishing a  
crossing over Gordon’s 

Creek.

Use tactical urbanism 
to re-imagine vacant 
spaces and inspire 
new long-term uses of 
public space.

Promote public art and 
support the local art 
community.

Proactively identify 
brownfield sites 
and set them up for 
remediation and 
redevelopment.

Priority Green /Open Space

Key Pedestrian and Bicycle Connections

Generalized Gordon’s Creek floodplain

Generalized Floodway (Highest Hazard Flood Area)

Creosote Fill Remediation Area
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IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGY
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Trail Project - Includes: 26 Public Space Improvement - Includes: 13  14
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CATALYST PROJECTS
Zoning Text Amendments

Artisan Production uses

Creative Mixed Use zoning district

Broadway Corridor overlay district

Policy and Programming

Central Business District designation

16th Section Land communications campaign

Abandoned signage enforcement

Public Programming and Pop-Up Events
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POTENTIAL ZONING AMENDMENTS
Artisan Production

Create new use definition and performance 
standards for small-scale makers and artisans.

Creative Mixed Use Zoning District

Rezone portions of the B-5 zoning to a new 
district with a more urban, pedestrian-oriented 
development form.

Broadway Corridor Overlay District

Permit additional housing and artisan 
production, provide flexibility to reduce front 
yard setbacks in existing base zoning districts.

Parking Modifications

Identifies considerations for waiving or reducing 
parking minimums to reduce barriers to infill.

New Mixed Use
Development

Massing Improvements:
-Remove large gaps in the
street wall
-Orient buildings to the street
-Tuck parking in the back
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NEAR-TERM PROJECTS (1-3 YEARS)
Mobility

West Pine Street/Timothy Lane Intersection

Cycle Tracks on West Pine St. and Timothy Ln.

Hub City Transit Stop Improvements

Public Realm

Branding and Signage

Public Plazas

Public Art and Parcel Activation Programs

Policy and Programming

Vacancy marketing

Tax Increment Financing feasibility study

16th Section Land regulatory reform advocacy

Reallocate ROW 
and Introduce 
Sidepath

Upgrade Intersection to 
Mast Arm Signal Head

Introduce Cycle 
Track

Remove Center 
Turn Lane

Add Painted Crosswalk

N	

15’	 30’	 45’
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MID-TERM PROJECTS (4-8 YEARS)
Mobility

West Pine Street/Broadway Drive Crossing

Florence Street / Adeline Street Intersection

Hub City Transit Stop Improvements

Economic Development

Business Incubator

Public Realm

Pursue Brownfields cleanup funding

Services and Anchor Institutions

Move some City services to former 
Courtesy Ford building

Improve transit service

Convert to Four-Way Stop

Add Painted Crosswalk

Build ADA Sidewalk

Develop a Pocket 
Park

15’	 30’	 45’

N	

Permanent Improvement

CONCEPTUAL - SUBJECT TO  
FURTHER STUDY AND REFINEMENT
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LONG-TERM PROJECTS (8+ YEARS)
Mobility

Broadway Drive Access Management

Timothy Lane Sidepath

Broadway Drive and Bartur, W. 
Florence pedestrian crossings

South 17th Avenue bike improvements

Economic Development

Corridor management entity

Public Realm

Gordon’s Creek Greenway
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QUESTIONS?
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