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Call to Order 

  
 

Appeal Public Hearing 

  
 

   

1. 2024-308 Hold a public hearing for the appeal of a request to alter the platted subdivision known as 

“Sutherland and Reeves Survey” to subdivide the property located at 209 S 13th Avenue into 

two lots to create two single-family lots, Zoned R-1C as requested by Tripperlee, LLC. 

owner, (PPIN 24175, Ward 4, Forrest County). The Planning Commission recommended to 

deny.   

  
 

Agenda Review 

  
 

Citizens' Forum 

  
 

Departmental Budget Presentations 

  
 

   
1. 2024-358 Fire Department 

  
 

   
2. 2024-357 Parks and Recreation Department 

  
 

   
3. 2024-359 Police Department 

  
 

Work Session 

  
 

   
1. 2024-366 Polling Precincts, presented by Chris Watson. 

  
 

Meeting Recess 

  
 

 

 



 
Memorandum 

 
To: Mayor Toby Barker and Members of City Council 
    
From: 

 
    
cc: 

 
    
Date: Monday, August 5, 2024  
    
Re: Hold a public hearing for the appeal of a request to alter the platted subdivision 

known as “Sutherland and Reeves Survey” to subdivide the property located at 
209 S 13th Avenue into two lots to create two single-family lots, Zoned R-1C as 
requested by Tripperlee, LLC. owner, (PPIN 24175, Ward 4, Forrest County). The 
Planning Commission recommended to deny.   
File Number: 2024-308 
Minute Book # 

 
  
Summary  
  
Recommendation Statement  
  
Please place this on the August 5, 2024 City Council meeting for consideration. 
 























 
Memorandum 

 
To: Mayor Toby Barker and Members of City Council 
    
From: Nathan Satcher, Planner II, Cory Long, Planning Administrator  
    
cc: Wiley Quinn, Urban Development Director  
    
Date: Monday, August 5, 2024  
    
Re: Take from the table; Approve a variance request from the minimum required 

frontage of 150 ft for a pole sign for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for a 
93 ft frontage on a property located at 6054 Hwy 98 Hardy Street, as requested by 
Joel Ford, applicant (PPIN 30851, Ward 3, Lamar County). The Board of 
Adjustment recommended approval on July 3rd, 2024. 
File Number: 2024-258 
Minute Book # 

 
  
Summary 
Approve a variance request from the minimum required frontage of 150 ft for a pole sign for a B-5 
zoned property to instead allow for a 93 ft frontage on a property located at 6054 Hwy 98 Hardy 
Street, as requested by  Joel Ford, applicant (PPIN 30851, Ward 3, Lamar County). The Board of 
Adjustment recommended approval on July 3rd, 2024. 
  
Recommendation Statement 
The Board of Adjustment recommended approval on July 3rd, 2024. 
  
Please place this on the August 5, 2024 City Council meeting for consideration. 
 



July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer 

Address of Property: Tax Parcel PPIN: Ward:
6054 US-98 051N-11-039.001 30851     3

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Sign Variance - Minimum Frontage Requirement

Purpose of Request: Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, 
Engineer requests a variance from the minimum required frontage 
of 150 ft for a pole sign for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for 
a 93 ft frontage on a property located at 6054 US-98 Hardy Street. 
(PPIN 30851, Ward 3, Lamar County).

History / Background: The applicant met with staff regarding developing a parcel in the 
rear for a fast-food restaurant, “Big Chicken.” The site plan has 
been approved and permits have been issued for construction, 
having met all requirements for site plan approval for the B-5 
zoning. Signage requires a separate permit and the property 
needs a minimum of 150 ft street frontage to establish a pole sign 
for the development. 

Before the development of Aldi, and Aspen Dental, a minor 
subdivision was approved for three parcels in this location for the 
location. The lot for the proposed Big Chicken was noted to have 
limited street frontage, and would not qualify for a freestanding 
sign. A multi-tenant sign, however, could be permitted, which 
could include the signage for multiple tenants of the same project 
and contiguous parcels, and was presented as an option to the 
applicant. 

Sign control and regulations are necessary to protect the beauty, 
character, economic, and aesthetic value of land, and to 
safeguard the safety, welfare, and public health of citizens. 
Minimum lot widths for freestanding signs are also in place to 
protect communities by preventing the establishment of 



July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

freestanding signs on narrow lots. These requirements help to 
avoid a cluttered landscape, ensuring that signage remains 
proportional and appropriate to the surroundings. Additionally, 
such regulations contribute to clear and effective communication, 
enhancing both the visual environment and the overall navigability 
of the area.

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 10 Table 10.1 Allowed Sign Types

Table 10.6-2 – Dimensional Requirements By Sign Type



July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

SECTION 13 DEFINITIONS

Sign: Any device, fixture, placard, or structure that uses any color, 
form, graphic, illumination, symbol, or writing to advertise, 
announce the purpose of, or identify the purpose of a person or 
entity, or to communicate information of any kind to the public

Sign, Free Standing: Means any sign connected to the ground 
which is not an attached sign, inclusive of signs on movable objects, 
except signs on vehicles which are moving or are parked only 
temporarily. A freestanding sign may display on and off premise 
information

Sign, Multitenant Directory: A multitenant sign advertising a 
group or grouping of establishments originally developed as one 
project regardless of whether the development is under single or 
diverse ownership. This may include contiguous parcels part of a 
platted and developed office park, medical park, commercial center, 
or similar.

Present Zoning: B-5 Regional Business

Present Use: Vacant

Future Land Use: Regional Business Corridor/Regional Business 



July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

Surrounding Zoning: 
and Land Use: North:  B-5 Regional Business

South:  B-5 Regional Business
East:  B-5 Regional Business
West:  B-5 Regional Business

Letters or 
Concerns stated: Staff have not received any letters or concerns regarding this project 

as of June 26th, 2024.

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):

Approval Criteria. A variance is not a right, but a privilege that 
property owners meeting the following criteria may request. These 
criteria are to be used to consider all variance requests. It shall be 
the burden of the applicant to prove that the request meets these 
criteria:

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.



SUBJECT PARCEL 

6054 US-98 — Sign Variance 

Rocky Thornton, Owner, Joel Ford, Engineer 

 

Requesting a variance from the minimum required frontage of 150 ft. for a pole 

sign for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for a 93 ft frontage on a property lo-

cated at 6054 US-98. (PPIN 3851, Ward 3, Lamar County). 







Surrounding Area 

Existing 

signage 

on 

Hwy 98 



Surrounding Area 
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RECIVED DATE & INITIALS:

Public Hearing Application 
P.O. BOX 1898 (200 Forrest Street/39401) 

Hattiesburg, MS 39403-1898 

Department of Urban Development 

(601) 545-4599 or FAX (601) 545-1962

APPLICANT: 
Applicant Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Project Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Use(s): ________________________________________________________________ 

Project Street Address:________________________________________ 

PPIN Number(s) (if unknown, can be found on tax receipt):_______________________________ 

*PLEASE BE SURE TO FILL OUT PP. 1-5 AND SEE FEES ON P. 6*

Application for (check all appropriate types): 

☐ Variance (see below) ☐ Conditional Use (see below)

☐ Subdividing of Lot, Parcel, or Tract (see p. 12) ☐ Re-Zoning (see below)

☐ Street or Alley Renaming (see pp. 13-14) ☐ Overlay District

☐ Vacating Street or Alley (see pp. 13-14)   ☐ Planned Mixed-Use District

For Variance Only (check all appropriate variance types), see pp. 7 & 8: 

☐ Sign ☐ Setback (front, side, or rear _________ ) ☐ Off-Site Parking

☐ Lot Width ☐ Lot Coverage Area ☐ Buffer ☐ Open Space

☐ Other: ________________________

For Conditional Use Permit Only (check applicable type), see pp. 9 & 10:

☐ Automotive Filling Station ☐ Telecommunications

☐ Digital Billboard, New ☐ Digital Billboard, Replacement

☐ Restaurant ☐ Solar Farm

☐ Other:______________________________________________________________________

For Re-Zoning Only, see p. 11:

Existing Zoning: ________________________________________________________________

Proposed Zoning: _______________________________________________________________

STAFF USE ONLY – Do Not Complete: 
Pre-Application Date:_______________________ Planner:_______________________________ 

Parcel Number(s):__________________________ Historic District(s):______________________ 

Flood Zone(s):____________________________  Zoning Districts(s):______________________ 

Project No.: ____________________________________ 

Code Sections: 

LDC Section No. ________________________________ 

Section No.  ____________________________________ 

Section No.  ____________________________________ 

Section No.  ____________________________________ 

Section No.  ____________________________________ 

Southern Gulf Properties
Big Chicken Restaurant

Restaurant

30851

x

x

6054 Highway 98
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PROJECT REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION: 

Primary: 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

☐Applicant  ☐Property Owner  ☐Representative  ☐Agent  ☐Contractor  ☐Architect  ☐Engineer

☐Other (please specify): _________________________________________________________________

Phone:______________________ Fax:________________ Email:_________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Secondary: 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

☐Applicant  ☐Property Owner  ☐Representative  ☐Agent  ☐Contractor  ☐Architect  ☐Engineer

☐Other (please specify): _________________________________________________________________

Phone:______________________ Fax:________________ Email:_________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Other(s): 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

☐Applicant  ☐Property Owner  ☐Representative  ☐Agent  ☐Contractor  ☐Architect  ☐Engineer

☐Other (please specify): _________________________________________________________________

Phone:______________________ Fax:________________ Email:_________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 

☐Applicant  ☐Property Owner  ☐Representative  ☐Agent  ☐Contractor  ☐Architect  ☐Engineer

☐Other (please specify): _________________________________________________________________

Phone:______________________ Fax:________________ Email:_________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Rocky Thornton

x

601-517-2088 rocky@3tstrucking.com

3959 Highway 29

New Augusta, MS  39462

Joel Ford

x

601-408-7829 joel@fordengr.com

2010 Oak Grove Road, Bldg. 4, Ste. 1

Hattiesburg, MS  39402
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FOR VARIANCE APPLICANTS: 

The Board of Adjustment has the responsibility to hear and make recommendation on requests for variances 

to the requirements of this Code (per Section 11.4). Section 12.4.1 Variances are departures from the 

standards of the Land Development Code, except land use, which will not be contrary to the public interest 

and where, owing to conditions peculiar to the property and not as a result of the action of the applicant, a 

literal enforcement of this Code would result in unnecessary and undue hardship. 

The following conditions must be met before a variance can be recommended. 

Approval Criteria. 

A variance is not a right, but a privilege that property owners meeting the following criteria may request. 

These criteria are to be used to consider all variance requests. It shall be the burden of the applicant to prove 

that the request meets these criteria. Use this worksheet or format your own to demonstrate the following 

criteria. 

1. Hardship. (a) the hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be caused by the actions

or inactions of the applicant. (b) There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship applicable 

only to the property involved or the intended use which do not apply generally to the other land areas or 

uses within the same zoning district. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special privilege that is denied to other lands or

 structures in the same zoning district. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

None of the property lines abutting a public street have sufficient length for a pole sign to be allowed

by code.  The property line adjacent to the proposed sign location is partially abutting a public roadway

and partially abutting a private roadway.  The total property line length abutting the combined length

of the public and private roadway has sufficient length to allow a pole sign.

The request is being made to consider both the combined private and public street roadway

frontage length to be considered to meet the required 250' of required frontage to allow a pole 

sign.  The total roadway frontage measures 282.11'. 
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3. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provision of the regulation would deprive the

applicant of rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would cause 

unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use of the property without the requested

variance. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum variance that will make possible

the reasonable use of the land or structure. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Conformance with Purpose of this Code. The granting of a variance will not conflict with the

purposes and intent expressed or implied in the Land Development Code. 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

12.4.1.2 Conditions of Approval. In recommending the granting of a variance, the Board of Adjustment 

may require appropriate conditions and safeguards in conformity with this Code. Violation of such conditions 

and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under which a variance is granted, shall be deemed a violation 

of the Code. The recommendation of the Board Adjustment shall be presented to the City Council for final 

action. 

For the proposed development to function properly, it will be imperative that signage is visible from

Highway 98.  

Although part of the abutting roadway on the east side is private, it is used very similar to a public

roadway (entrance drive to Wal-Mart).  If the roadway is treated as a public roadway for the 

purposes of this application, it would conform to the code requirements.

Due to the non-typical footprint of the property boundary, the site will be difficult to see by

traffic along Highway 98.  In order for the restaurant to operate, it will be imperative the site to

be visible by passers-by on Highway 98.  The sign will allow the site to be recognized by the  

traffic on Highway 98.  Without permission to place the sign where requested, there will be 
hardship on the facility to function as necessary.

As presented in item 2, the minimum required public street frontage to allow a pole sign is 250'.

The total street frontage, including public and private street frontage is 282.11'.  The codes requires

pole signs to be a minimum of 10' from the property line.  The proposed sign will be 21' from the 

property line to the center of the pole.  The edge of the outer edges of the overhead part of the 

sign will be 11'.  Therefore, the required side setback will meet the code requirements.
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