
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

PUBLIC HEARING STAFF REPORTS 

July 3rd, 2024 



Hattiesburg Board of Adjustment
Place: Jackie Dole Sherrill Community Center (Dining Room) 

Time: 3:30 PM
July 3rd 2024

I. Business Meeting
1. Review and approval of the July 2024 meeting’s agenda  
2. Review and approval of the June 5th, 2024 meeting’s minutes
3. Building Report
4. Planning Report
5. Chair's Report
6. Introductions

II. Public Hearing

A. Zoning Buffer Variance (Tabled from June 5th Meeting) - Hattiesburg Public School District, 
owner, and Hunter Andrews, engineer, request a variance from the minimum required zoning 
buffer of 20 ft for a B-2 (Neighborhood Business) zoned property adjacent to a residentially zoned 
property to 10 ft. The request is for a property that is bound by South Street to the east, and 
Stadium Drive to the West. The request is also contingent upon a rezoning request for the property 
(PPIN 26633, 26636, and 26632; Ward 2, Forrest County).

B. Minimum frontage requirement for sign variance - Joel Ford, applicant, requests a variance 
from the minimum required frontage of 150 ft for a pole sign for a B-5 zoned property to instead 
allow for a 93 ft frontage on a property located at 6054 Hwy 98 Hardy Street. (PPIN 30851, Ward 3, 
Lamar County).

III. Other Business
IV. Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

June 5th, 2024

Board Members Roll Call:
Members Present:
1. Bernard Green, Vice Chair
2. Jessica Cathey
3. Richard Conville
4. John Eye
5. Shawn Harris, Chair
6. Brandon E. Williams
7. Eric Boney
8. Herman Dungan
9. James Trussell

Members Absent:
1. Stacey Ready
2. James Hughes

Staff Present: 
1. Cory Long, Planning Manager
2. Nathan Satcher, Planner II
3. David Miller, Esq.
4. Jim Gladden, Esq.
5. Wiley Quinn

 
Chair Harris declared the Board of Adjustment meeting open and in session at 4:23 p.m.

AGENDA REVIEW
A motion was made to accept the agenda.

Motion:
Made by Mr. Conville to approve the agenda
Second:
Made by Brandon E. Williams
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Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
John Eye X
Richard Conville X
Bernard Green X
Shawn Harris X
Brandon Williams X
Stacey Ready X
Eric Boney X
Herman Dungan X
James Trussell X
Bruce Betts Absent
Jessica Cathy Absent

MINUTES REVIEW
The minutes from April were discussed and no changes were made.  

Motion:
Made by Brandon E. Williams

Second:
Made by Jessica Cathey

Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
John Eye X
Richard Conville X
Bernard Green X
Shawn Harris X
Brandon Williams X
Stacey Ready X
Eric Boney X
Herman Dungan Absent
James Trussell X
Bruce Betts Absent
Jessica Cathy Absent

PLANNING REPORT

Due to the meeting starting an hour late, the planning report was skipped for timeliness.  
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CHAIR’S REPORT

Due to the meeting starting late, the chair skipped the report for timeliness.

INTRODUCTIONS
Board of Adjustment members and Staff introduced themselves.
   
PUBLIC HEARING – Board of Adjustment

Item A:
Mississippi Tank Company, applicant, Bobby Threatt, applicant, and Chris Bowen, representative, 
request a variance from the minimum required zoning buffer of 60 ft for an I-1 (Light industrial) 
zoned property adjacent to a residentially zoned property (multi-family residential) to 10 ft. The 
request is for an expansion to a property located adjacent to 3000 West 7th Street. The request is 
also contingent upon a rezoning request for the property (PPIN 26407, Ward 1, Forrest County). 

Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case.  Chris Bowen presented on behalf of the application.  

Presented by: 
1. Chris Bowen

Proponents:
1. None

Opponents:
1. None

Motion:
Made by Mr. Green to approve
Second:
Made by Ms. Ready
Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
John Eye X
Richard Conville X
Bernard Green X
Shawn Harris X
Brandon Williams X
Stacey Ready X
Eric Boney X
Herman Dungan Absent
James Trussell X
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Bruce Betts Absent
Jessica Cathy Absent

Item B:
Mississippi Tank Company, applicant, Bobby Threatt, applicant, and Chris Bowen, representative, 
request a variance from the maximum allowed fence height in a front yard of 4 feet to instead 
allow for an 8 ft fence for a proposed expansion to a property located adjacent to 3000 West 7th 
Street. The request is also contingent upon a rezoning request for the property (PPIN 26407, Ward 
1, Forrest County).
Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case.  Chris Bowen presented on behalf of the application.  

Presented by: 
1. Chris Bowen

Proponents:
1. None

Opponents:
1. None

Motion:
Made by Mr. Trussell to approve with the condition to allow a fence that is consistent fencing on 
site.
Second:
Made by Mr. Green

Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
John Eye X
Richard Conville X
Bernard Green X
Shawn Harris X
Brandon Williams X
Stacey Ready X
Eric Boney X
Herman Dungan Absent
James Trussell X
Bruce Betts Absent
Jessica Cathy Absent
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Item C:
Hattiesburg Public School District, owner, and Hunter Andrews, engineer, request a variance from 
the minimum required zoning buffer of 20 ft for a B-2 (Neighborhood Business) zoned property 
adjacent to a residentially zoned property to 10 ft. The request is for a property that is bound by 
South Street to the east, and Stadium Drive to the West. The request is also contingent upon a 
rezoning request for the property (PPIN 26633, 26636, and 26632; Ward 2, Forrest County).
Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case.  Hunter Andrews presented on behalf of the application.  

Presented by: 
1. Hunter Andrews

Proponents:
1. None

Opponents:
1. None

Motion:
Made by Mr. Conville to table until the next meeting, and requested a school representative attend 
the meeting. 
Second:
Made by Mr. Green
Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
John Eye X
Richard Conville X
Bernard Green X
Shawn Harris X
Brandon Williams X
Stacey Ready X
Eric Boney X
Herman Dungan Absent
James Trussell X
Bruce Betts Absent
Jessica Cathy Absent

Item D:
Hastings Pucket, owner, requests a variance from the minimum 5ft width sidewalk requirement 
for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for a 0ft sidewalk (Section 7.6, Table 7.1, Subsection 
7.6.1.1 LDC) for a proposed expansion located at 7128 US Highway 49, in Forrest County, Ward 
2 (PPIN 9237, and 9216).
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Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case.  Kevin Cochran presented on behalf of the application.  

Presented by: 
1. Kevin Cochran

Proponents:
1. None

Opponents:
1. None

Motion:
Made by Mr. Green to approve
Second:
Made by Mr. Williams
Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
John Eye X
Richard Conville Absent
Bernard Green X
Shawn Harris X
Brandon Williams X
Stacey Ready X
Eric Boney X
Herman Dungan Absent
James Trussell X
Bruce Betts Absent
Jessica Cathy Absent

Item E:
John Anglin, engineer, and Craig Flanagan, representative, request a variance from the maximum 
allowed distance for a local street block length of 800 feet to instead allow for a block length of 
1600 feet, for a proposed expansion of the Shadow Ridge Subdivision on a property located on 
Shadow Ridge Drive (Lamar County, Ward 3, PPIN 24500). 

Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case.  John Anglin presented on behalf of the application.  

Presented by: 
1. John Anglin

Proponents:
1. None
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Opponents:
1. None

Motion:
Made by Commissioner Green
Second:
Made by Commissioner Ready
Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
John Eye X
Richard Conville Absent
Bernard Green X
Shawn Harris X
Brandon Williams X
Stacey Ready X
Eric Boney X
Herman Dungan Absent
James Trussell X
Bruce Betts Absent
Jessica Cathy Absent

OTHER BUSINESS
No other business came before the Board of Adjustment. 
Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m.
Motion:
Made by Bernard Green
Second:
Made by Eric Boney

Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
Shawn Harris X
John Eye X
James Trussell Absent
Brandon E. Williams X
Eric Boney X
Richard Conville Absent
Stacey Ready Absent
Herman Dungan X
Jessica Cathey X
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Bernard Green X
James Hughes Absent

______________________________
Shawn Harris, Chair

Cory Long, AICP, Planning Division Manager
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June 2024 BOA Item: C
Hattiesburg Public School District, owner, and Hunter Andrews, engineer 
Request for: Zoning Buffer Variance

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: Hattiesburg Public School District, owner, and Hunter Andrews, engineer

Address of Property: PPINs County Ward
South Street and Stadium Drive 26633, 26636, and 26632 Forrest 2
(vacant lots)

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Zoning Buffer Variance

Purpose of Request: Hattiesburg Public School District, owner, and Hunter Andrews, 
engineer, request a variance from the minimum required zoning 
buffer of 20 ft for a B-2 (Neighborhood Business) zoned property 
adjacent to a residentially zoned property to 10 ft. The request is 
for a property that is bound by South Street to the east, and 
Stadium Drive to the West. The request is also contingent upon a 
rezoning request for the property (PPIN 26633, 26636, and 26632; 
Ward 2, Forrest County).

History / Background: The applicant met with staff in a pre-application meeting to discuss 
the development of an additional parking lot for Hattiesburg High 
School on vacant property they own near the school. The parking lot 
would span across three parcels, two of which are zoned R-1C, with 
the remaining lot (which directly fronts Stadium Drive) being zoned 
B-2. To establish a stand-alone parking lot, the parcels zoned R-1C 
require a zoning change.

The zoning would need to be a minimum of B-2 to establish a 
parking lot, which one of their lots already is. B-2 allows for the use 
as a parking lot for the proposed property, but if approved, would 
also create a zoning buffer requirement for its adjacency to 
residentially zoned properties. The applicant has proposed a parking 
design that encroaches on that zoning buffer and is requesting a 
variance for relief. The parking lot design has been reviewed by the 
site and design review committee, but has not yet been approved. 
The applicant will also need to collapse the parcels into a single 
parcel and will be required before the ordinance can be approved by 
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June 2024 BOA Item: C
Hattiesburg Public School District, owner, and Hunter Andrews, engineer 
Request for: Zoning Buffer Variance

City Council. Approval of a zoning buffer variance is contingent upon 
approval of the zoning change request.

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 4 Zoning Districts

4.5.9 B-2 Neighborhood Business District. The purpose of the B-
2 District is to provide for retail and personal service uses in 
locations convenient to residential neighborhoods consistent with 
comprehensive planning policies. This district is consistent with the 
Neighborhood Business District in the Comprehensive Plan.

7.11.13 Zoning Buffer Requirements.

Present Zoning: R-1C Single Family Residential and B-2 Neighborhood Business

Present Use: Vacant

Future Land Use: Neighborhood Conservation District 1

Surrounding Zoning: 
North: B-2 Neighborhood Business
South: R-1C Single Family Residential
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June 2024 BOA Item: C
Hattiesburg Public School District, owner, and Hunter Andrews, engineer 
Request for: Zoning Buffer Variance

East: R-1C Single Family Residential
West: B-2 Neighborhood Business

Letters or 
Concerns stated: The Planning Division has not received any letters of concern as of 

the writing of this report on May 29th, 2024.

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):

Approval Criteria. A variance is not a right, but a privilege that 
property owners meeting the following criteria may request. These 
criteria are to be used to consider all variance requests. It shall be 
the burden of the applicant to prove that the request meets these 
criteria:

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.
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                                                                                                                                                                                          BOA Item: C 

 

SUBJECT PARCEL 

Property on South Street / Stadium Drive—Zoning Change Request 

Hattiesburg Public School District, owner, and Hunter Andrews, engineer, 

request a variance from the minimum required zoning buffer of 20 ft for a 

B-2 (Neighborhood Business) zoned property adjacent to a residentially 

zoned property to 10 ft. The request is for a property that is bound by 

South Street to the east, and Stadium Drive to the West. The request is al-

so contingent upon a rezoning request for the property (PPIN 26633, 
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                                                                                                                                                                                          BOA Item: C 
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                                                                                                                                                                                          BOA Item: C 
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                                                                                                                                                                                          BOA Item: C 

 

Site Aerial 

Area requested for rezone request for parking lot 
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                                                                                                                                                                                          BOA Item: C 

 

 

Surrounding Area 

North of proposed zoning change on W 4th Street, largely zoned B-2 

Adjacent Parking lot for Hattiesburg High School, south of the proposed zoning change 
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                                                                                                                                                                                          BOA Item: C 

 

 

Preliminary Design of Parking Lot 

 

 Note: Zoning changes are not bound to site plans and are subject to change 
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                                                                                                                                                                                          BOA Item: C 

 

 

Preliminary Design of Parking Lot 

 

Location of Zoning 

Buffer Encroachment 
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July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer 

Address of Property: Tax Parcel PPIN: Ward:
6054 US-98 051N-11-039.001 30851     3

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Sign Variance - Minimum Frontage Requirement

Purpose of Request: Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, 
Engineer requests a variance from the minimum required frontage 
of 150 ft for a pole sign for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for 
a 93 ft frontage on a property located at 6054 US-98 Hardy Street. 
(PPIN 30851, Ward 3, Lamar County).

History / Background: The applicant met with staff regarding developing a parcel in the 
rear for a fast-food restaurant, “Big Chicken.” The site plan has 
been approved and permits have been issued for construction, 
having met all requirements for site plan approval for the B-5 
zoning. Signage requires a separate permit and the property 
needs a minimum of 150 ft street frontage to establish a pole sign 
for the development. 

Before the development of Aldi, and Aspen Dental, a minor 
subdivision was approved for three parcels in this location for the 
location. The lot for the proposed Big Chicken was noted to have 
limited street frontage, and would not qualify for a freestanding 
sign. A multi-tenant sign, however, could be permitted, which 
could include the signage for multiple tenants of the same project 
and contiguous parcels, and was presented as an option to the 
applicant. 

Sign control and regulations are necessary to protect the beauty, 
character, economic, and aesthetic value of land, and to 
safeguard the safety, welfare, and public health of citizens. 
Minimum lot widths for freestanding signs are also in place to 
protect communities by preventing the establishment of 
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July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

freestanding signs on narrow lots. These requirements help to 
avoid a cluttered landscape, ensuring that signage remains 
proportional and appropriate to the surroundings. Additionally, 
such regulations contribute to clear and effective communication, 
enhancing both the visual environment and the overall navigability 
of the area.

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 10 Table 10.1 Allowed Sign Types

Table 10.6-2 – Dimensional Requirements By Sign Type

33 of 47



July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

SECTION 13 DEFINITIONS

Sign: Any device, fixture, placard, or structure that uses any color, 
form, graphic, illumination, symbol, or writing to advertise, 
announce the purpose of, or identify the purpose of a person or 
entity, or to communicate information of any kind to the public

Sign, Free Standing: Means any sign connected to the ground 
which is not an attached sign, inclusive of signs on movable objects, 
except signs on vehicles which are moving or are parked only 
temporarily. A freestanding sign may display on and off premise 
information

Sign, Multitenant Directory: A multitenant sign advertising a 
group or grouping of establishments originally developed as one 
project regardless of whether the development is under single or 
diverse ownership. This may include contiguous parcels part of a 
platted and developed office park, medical park, commercial center, 
or similar.

Present Zoning: B-5 Regional Business

Present Use: Vacant

Future Land Use: Regional Business Corridor/Regional Business 
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July 2024 BOA Item: B
Rocky Thornton, Applicant/Property Owner, and Joel Ford, Engineer
Request for: Sign Variance

Surrounding Zoning: 
and Land Use: North:  B-5 Regional Business

South:  B-5 Regional Business
East:  B-5 Regional Business
West:  B-5 Regional Business

Letters or 
Concerns stated: Staff have not received any letters or concerns regarding this project 

as of June 26th, 2024.

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):

Approval Criteria. A variance is not a right, but a privilege that 
property owners meeting the following criteria may request. These 
criteria are to be used to consider all variance requests. It shall be 
the burden of the applicant to prove that the request meets these 
criteria:

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.
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SUBJECT PARCEL 

6054 US-98 — Sign Variance 

Rocky Thornton, Owner, Joel Ford, Engineer 

 

Requesting a variance from the minimum required frontage of 150 ft. for a pole 

sign for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for a 93 ft frontage on a property lo-

cated at 6054 US-98. (PPIN 3851, Ward 3, Lamar County). 
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Surrounding Area 

Existing 

signage 

on 

Hwy 98 
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Surrounding Area 
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W:\Planning\Planning Applications\2012 Section 2 - Application Cover, Signature Pages, and Petitioner Info.docx    

  

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT APPLICATION                                   Date:    May 15, 2024             

 
    

x 

x   

 x 
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W:\Planning\Planning Applications\2012 Section 2 - Application Cover, Signature Pages, and Petitioner Info.docx    

  

 Public Hearing Contact Information Form  

City of Hattiesburg - Planning Department  

Note: A pre-application submittal must contain a completed Site Plan Pre-Application form and a concept plan 

drawn to scale.    

12/21/23     

 5/15/24         

Big Chicken Restaurant 

Restaurant 

23300 Hardy Street 

30851 

 

XX                                                                                                         N/A 

B-5 

Rocky Thornton       

601-517-2088                                                                               rocky@3tstrucking.com 

3959 Highway 29 

H      New Augusta, MS  39462 

X       

Southern Gulf Properties       

Joel Ford       

601-408-7829  

2010 Oak Grove Road, Bldg. 4, Ste. 1       

Hattiesburg, MS  39402       

joel@fordengr.com       

X       

 

X       

  

 

900,000 
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W:\Planning\Planning Applications\2012 Section 2 - Application Cover, Signature Pages, and Petitioner Info.docx    

  

    

 

 

  

THIS PAGE MUST BE SIGNED IN FRONT OF A NOTARY, BY THE APPLICANT OF THIS PETITION,  

ONLY IF DIFFERENT FROM THE OWNER(S) OF THE SUBJECT PROPERTY  

  

                                                                                           

             

WITNESS THE SIGNATURES of the APPLICANT(s) of the subject property located at  

  

 _____________________________________________________________________________,  

Street Address                                                                   City                                        State  

  

on this the __________ day of ____________, 20___.  

  

_____________________________________  

 Applicant      

                

_____________________________________  

 Applicant      

  

STATE OF ______________________  

  

COUNTY OF ____________________  

  

Personally came and appeared before me, the within named  

____________________________________________________________________________,  

who signed and delivered the above and foregoing instrument as and for their free act and deed on the day 

and year therein mentioned, and who acknowledge to me that they are the owner(s) of the subject 

property as described in this Public Hearing Application.  

  

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND OFFICIAL SEAL OF OFFICE, this the _________ day of _______________, 

20____.   

              _________________________________  

              NOTARY PUBLIC  

My Commission Expires:    

       

________________________________  

  

   

 

Owner is Applicant – Page Not Completed 
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