
 

 

Board of Adjustment Agenda 

Jackie Dole Sherrill Community Center (Dining Room) 

Time: 3:30 PM 

1/3/2024 

 
I. Business Meeting 
  1. Review and approval of the January 2024 meeting’s agenda   
  2. Review and approval of the minutes of the November 2023 meeting 
  3. Planning Report 
  4. Chair's Report  
  5. Introductions 
II. Public Hearing 
  1. Presentation of Petitions for Public Hearing 

  A. 

Stacey and Doug Thompson, owners, request a variance from the minimum 5ft 
width sidewalk requirement for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for a 0ft 
sidewalk (Section 7.6, Table 7.1, Subsection 7.6.1.1 LDC) for a proposed 
expansion located at 5165 Old Hwy 42 in Forrest County, Ward 2 (PPIN 14268). 

III. Other Business 
  1. A review of 2023 
IV. Adjournment 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

November 1st, 2023

The Hattiesburg Board of Adjustment did meet in regular session on November 1st, at 4:00 PM 

at the Jackie Dole Community Center, 220 West Front Street, Hattiesburg, Mississippi. Shawn 

Harris, Chair, presided over the meeting. A quorum was indicated and the attendance was as 

follows:

Board Members Roll Call:
Members Present:
1. Shawn Harris, Chair
2. Richard Conville
3. Stacey Ready
4. Brandon E. Williams
5. James Trussell
6. Herman Dungan

Members Absent:
1. Bernard Green, Vice Chair
2. Bruce Betts
3. Jessica Cathey
4. James Hughes

Staff Present: 
1. Cory Long, Planning Manager
2. Nathan Satcher, Planner II
3. Jim Gladden, Esq. 
4. Wiley Quinn, Director of Urban Development
5. Andrea Garcia, Planner I

 
Chair Harris declared the Board of Adjustment meeting open and in session at 4:13 p.m.

AGENDA REVIEW
There came the matter of the October 2023 Agenda. A motion was made by Mr.Williams to 

approve the agenda and was seconded by Ms. Ready. All members presented voted in favor of the 
motion.
Motion:

Made by Brandon E. Williams
Second:

Made by Stacey Ready



PLANNING REPORT

There came the matter of the Planning Report by Nathan Satcher, Senior Planner, he 

mentioned that October items were approved by the City Council. 

CHAIR’S REPORT

The Chair did not have a report for the meeting.

INTRODUCTIONS
Board of Adjustment members and Staff introduced themselves.

   
PUBLIC HEARING – Board of Adjustment

Item A:
B.J. Fokakis, owner, and Andrea Saffle, representative, request a variance from Section 

10, Table 10.6-2 of the to exceed the maximum allowed sign message area for a proposed wall 
sign in a B-4 (Downtown Business) zoning district. The property of the request is located at 400 
Main Street in Forrest County, Ward 4 (PPIN 35379, 21901).

Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case. Chair Harris opened the public portion of the meeting. Ms. 

Andrea Saffle and Mr. B.J. Fokakis came to speak on behalf of this proposal. Chair Harris closed 
the public hearing portion of the meeting. Mr. Trussell made the motion to approve under bases 
III and IV, and Mr. Williams seconded this motion.

Presented by: 
1. Andrea Saffle and B.J Fokakis

Proponents:
1. None

Opponents:
1. None

Motion:
Made by James Trussell to approve under bases III and IV

Second:
Made by Brandon Williams

Vote:
Board Member Yea Nay Other

Shawn Harris (Chair) X
Richard Conville X
Stacey Ready X
Brandon E. Williams X
Herman Dungan X



James Trussell X

Item B:
Bryan Smith, representative, requests a variance from Section 10, Table 10.6-2 to exceed 

the minimum allowed parcel street frontage and the side setback requirements for a sign for a 
property located at 3500 Hardy Street, Forrest County, Ward 3 (PPIN 26476, 26475).

Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case. Chair Harris opened the public portion of the meeting.  Bryan 

Smith, of Headricks Sign Company, presented the case to the Board of Adjustment.  Chair Harris 
closed the public hearing portion of the meeting. Ms. Ready made the motion to approve under 
basis IV and V and Mr. Williams seconded the motion.

Presented by: 
Bryan Smith
Proponents:

1. None
Opponents:

1. None

Motion:
Made by Stacey Ready to approve under bases IV and V

Second:
Made by Brandon Williams

Vote:
Board Member Yea Nay Other

Shawn Harris (Chair) X
Richard Conville X
Stacey Ready X
Brandon E. Williams X
Herman Dungan X
James Trussell X

Item C:
James Harris, owner, requests a variance from section 5.4.29 to allow for a kennel within the 
minimum required buffer distance of 250 feet from an adjacent residential use for the property 
located at 26 and 28 McCall Street in Forrest County, Ward 5 (PPIN 43147, 11034, 32131, 11035).

Discussion and Vote:
Staff introduced the case. Chair Harris opened the public portion of the meeting. Mr. 

James, the property owner, presented the application.  Board members raised questions to the 



applicant about the proposed use of the property. Chair Harris closed the public hearing portion 
of the meeting. Mr. Williams made a motion to approve based on items IV and VI, seconded by 
Mr. Dungan.

Presented by: 
James Harris

Proponents:
2. None

Opponents:
2. None

Motion:
Made by Brandon Williams to approve under bases IV and VI

Second:
Made by Herman Dungan

Vote:
Board Member Yea Nay Other

Shawn Harris (Chair) X
Richard Conville X
Stacey Ready X
Brandon E. Williams X
Herman Dungan X
James Trussell X

OTHER BUSINESS
No items were presented as other business.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 5:06 p.m.
Motion:

Made by Shawn Harris
Second:

Made by Brandon Williams

Vote:
Board Member Yea Nay Other

Shawn Harris (Chair)



Richard Conville
Stacey Ready
Brandon E. Williams
Hernan Dungan
James Trussell

______________________________
Shawn Harris, Chair

Cory Long, AICP, Planning Division Manager



January 2024 BOA Item: A
Stacey and Doug Thompson, Owners
Request for: 5ft width sidewalk variance

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: Stacey and Doug Thompson, Owners

Address of Property: Tax Parcel PPIN: Ward:
5165 Old Hwy 42 2-028A-05-051.00 14268     2

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Sidewalk width variance

Purpose of Request: To consider a variance from the minimum 5ft width sidewalk 
requirement for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for a 0ft 
sidewalk (Section 7.6, Table 7.1, Subsection 7.6.1.1 LDC) for a 
proposed expansion located at 5165 Old Hwy 42 in Forrest 
County, Ward 2 (PPIN 14268).

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 4 Zoning Districts

4.5.12 B-5 Regional Business District: The purpose of the B-5 
District is to provide for retail, personal and business services, 
offices, and financial services in locations with convenient access to 
the region’s population consistent with comprehensive planning 
policies. This district is consistent with the Regional Business District 
in the Comprehensive Plan.

SECTION 7 Table 7.1 Design Standards



January 2024 BOA Item: A
Stacey and Doug Thompson, Owners
Request for: 5ft width sidewalk variance

Present Zoning: B-5 Regional Business District

Present Use: Car Dealership / Nice Guys Auto

Future Land Use: Neighborhood Conservation District 2 and Regional Business 
Corridor

Surrounding Zoning: 
and Land Use: North:  I-1 Light Industrial District

South:  I-1 Light Industrial District
East:  B-5 Regional Business District
West:  B-5 Regional Business District

Letters or 
Concerns stated: The Planning Division Office has not received any letters or other 

written communications relative to this case as of December 21st, 
2023. 

History / Background: The petitioners met with staff in Pre-App to discuss the expansion 
of existing parking lot for additional inventory. According to the 
Land Development Code Section 7.6.1.1, sidewalks are required 
along the street frontage and it needs to be a minimum of 5ft width 
with a 5ft green strip. The applicants request a variance to instead 
allow a 0ft sidewalk (no sidewalk).

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):



January 2024 BOA Item: A
Stacey and Doug Thompson, Owners
Request for: 5ft width sidewalk variance

Approval Criteria. A variance is not a right, but a privilege that 
property owners meeting the following criteria may request. These 
criteria are to be used to consider all variance requests. It shall be 
the burden of the applicant to prove that the request meets these 
criteria:

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.



                                                                                                                                                                                          HPC Item: A 

 

SUBJECT PARCEL 

5165 Old Hwy 42  — Sidewalk Variance Request 

Stacey and Doug Thompson, Applicants 

Stacey and Doug Thompson, owners, request a variance from the minimum 

5ft width sidewalk requirement for a B-5 zoned property to instead allow for a 

0ft sidewalk (Section 7.6, Table 7.1, Subsection 7.6.1.1 LDC) for a proposed 

expansion located at 5165 Old Hwy 42 in Forrest County, Ward 2 (PPIN 

14268). 
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Site Aerial 
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Northern and Southern Directions:  I-1 Light Industrial 

Surrounding Area 
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East and Western Directions:  B-5 Regional Business District 

Surrounding Area 
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Proposed Site Plan 
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