
Place:   Jackie Dole Sherrill Community Center (Dining Room) 

Time: 3:30 PM 

Board of Adjustment 

AGENDA 

10/4/2023 

I. Business Meeting
1. Review and approval of October meeting’s agenda
2. Review and approval of the minutes of the June meeting
3. Planning Report

A. Map of October 2023 Agenda Items
4. Chair's Report
5. Introductions

II. Public Hearing
1. Presentation of Petitions for Public Hearing

A. 

John Anglin, Engineer, Kevin Lewis, Architect, and William Carey University, 
Owner, request variances for the construction of a new building located at 710 
William Carey Parkway. The applicants are requesting a variance from the 
maximum building height of 35 feet for an R-3 Zoned property and to instead allow 
for a height of 60 feet (LDC Table 6.1). The applicants also request to variance 
from the required perimeter landscaping requirement of 10 feet on the property 
frontage and instead allow for a distance of 3 feet (LDC 7.10.2). (PPIN 13708, 
Forrest County, Ward 2). 

B. 

Michael W. Anderson, applicant, requests a variance from the minimum zoning 
buffer requirement of 10 feet for an R-3 zoned property to instead allow for a 0 ft 
buffer (LDC Table 7.11-2) for a property located at 350 S 11th Avenue for the 
construction of a parking lot. (PPIN 16934, Forrest County, Ward 4). 

C. 

Frank Roberts, Owner, Ashley Roberts, applicant, and Robin Roberts, 
representative, request a variance from Section 6.1 for the minimum lot size 
requirement of an R-1B zoned lot from 7500ft2 and instead allow for 6750ft2 for a 
minor subdivision of a single parcel into three separate parcels, located at 101 
Orange Street (PPIN 24621, Forrest County, Ward 4). 

D. 

Hastings Puckett, owner, and Ron McMaster, Engineer, and Cole Goza, Engineer, 
request a variance from the maximum allowed open storage space of 50% of a side 
and rear lot and instead allow for 100% of the side and rear lot (LDC 5.4.16.3). The 
applicant also requests a variance from the maximum allowed fence height of 4 feet 
in a front setback to instead allow for a fence height of 6’ (LDC 7.9.8.6). The 
applicant also requests a variance from the required screening requirements from 
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major thoroughfares for an outdoor storage yard to allow for no screening (LDC 
5.4.16.3). The request is for an expansion located at 7128 Highway 49 (PPIN 9216, 
9237, Forrest County, Ward 1). 

III. Other Business 
IV. Adjournment 
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MEMORANDUM
TO: Hattiesburg Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment
FROM: Planning Staff
DATE: September 26th, 2023
SUBJECT: October 4th, 2023 - Hattiesburg Planning Commission and Board of 

Adjustment

The Hattiesburg Planning Commission will meet in regular session at 1:00 PM, 
Wednesday, October 4th, 2023 in the dining room of the Jackie Dole Sherrill Community 
Center. The Planning Commission agenda contains five items: two zoning changes, a 
conditional use request, a street closure request, and a request to amend and make 
changes in the Land Development Code (Ord. No. 3209).

The Board of Adjustment will meet in regular session at 3:30 PM, Wednesday, 
Wednesday, October 4th, 2023 in the dining room of the Jackie Dole Sherrill Community 
Center. The Board of Adjustment public hearing agenda contains four items: a building 
height/landscaping requirement, zoning buffer, minimum lot size, and a request for the 
maximum allowed open space/fence height variance requests.

The public and members may attend remotely via GoToMeeting: 
https://www.gotomeet.me/COHPlanningDivision/publichearing   
You can also dial in toll-free using your phone:
United States: +1 (571) 317-3122; Access Code: 630-312-989 

If you have any questions regarding the agenda or need information related to the 
virtual meeting option, please do not hesitate to call the Planning Division at 
(601)-545-4599 or email at planning@hattiesburgms.com. 

Additionally, the Planning Commission, Board of Adjustment, and Hattiesburg 
Conservation Commission Agendas and Agenda Packets are published online at 
https://hattiesburgms.portal.civicclerk.com/ 

Or Scan the QR below using your smartphone:
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MINUTES OF THE

REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

HATTIESBURG BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

June 7th, 2023

Board Members Roll Call:
Members Present:

1. Shawn Harris, Chair
2. Jessica Cathey
3. Lucy Parkman
4. James Trussell
5. Stacey C. Ready
6. Bernard Green, Vice Chair

Members Absent:
1. Bruce Betts 
2. James Hughes  
3. Brandon Williams

Staff Present: 
1. Nathan Satcher, Planner II
2. Wiley Quinn, Director of Urban Development
3. Jim Gladden, Esq. 
4. Cory Long, AICP, Planning Manager
5. Andrea Garcia, Planner I

 
Shawn Harris, Chair, declared the Hattiesburg Board of Adjustment meeting open and in 

session at 3:37 p.m.

AGENDA REVIEW
The May 2023 agenda was reviewed.

Motion:
Mr. Trusell

Second:
Ms. Ready

Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
Shawn Harris, Chair X
Jessica Cathey X
Lucy Parkman X
Stacey Ready X
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James Trussell X
Bernard Green, Vice Chair X

MINUTES REVIEW
There came the matter of the May 3rd, 2023 minutes. A motion was made to approve the 

minutes with corrections by Chair Harris. The motion was seconded by Ms. Ready and all present 
voted in favor of the motion.
Motion:

Chair Harris
Second:

Ms. Ready
Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
Shawn Harris, Chair X
Jessica Cathey X
Lucy Parkman X
Stacey Ready X
James Trussell X
Bernard Green, Vice Chair X

PLANNING REPORT
The planning department provided a report of the last items to come before the Board and 

their status. A request for a front setback variance located on 5530 Old Hwy 42 was reviewed 
and approved by the City Council. Also, the May 9th commissioner training was brought to this 
portion of the meeting and documentation will be provided for the members that were not able to 
attend.

CHAIR’S REPORT
Chair Harris did not have a report for this meeting.   

INTRODUCTIONS
Members and staff introduced themselves.

PUBLIC HEARING – BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Item A:
Jennifer West, representative, and Floyd Hubbell, request a variance from the front yard fence 
height requirement (7.9.8.6) of 4 feet above grade to allow for 6 feet above grade for a fence 
located at 618/620 Campbell Loop (Parcel No.: 2-025P-36-007.00, 2-025P-36-007.03, 2-025P-36-
007.01; PPIN 27613, 45319, and 42065 Forrest County, Ward 1).
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Comments:
The planning staff introduced the case.  Comments were made by the planning staff. 

Chair Harris asked about the location and material of the fence. Mr. Satcher explained that the 
6ft height chain-link fence will be placed primarily along the frontage. Then Chair Harris opened 
the public hearing portion of the meeting. Ms. Jennifer West, representative, presented the 
application. Ms. Parkman asked if the restaurant adjacent to this property will be able to 
accommodate the fence in place. Ms. West explained that customers wanting to enter the 
restaurant will not be affected by the fence since the driveway entrances are different. 
Additionally, Ms. West and Mr. Steve Rosser provided a clear explanation of the exact location 
of the fence during the presentation. Ms. Parkman then asked about the front setback. Mr. 
Satcher replied that the location of this sign meets all setback requirements and this was 
discussed during Site Plan Review meeting. Then Chair Harris closed the public hearing portion 
of the meeting. A motion was made to approve by Ms. Ready on the basis I, III and IV.

Presented by:
Jennifer West, Representative
Proponents:

1. None
Opponents:

1. None
Motion:

Ms. Ready made the motion to approve based on hardship, literal interpretation and 
reasonable use.
Second:

Ms. Parkman
Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
Shawn Harris, Chair X
Jessica Cathey X
Lucy Parkman X
Stacey Ready X
James Trussell X
Bernard Green, Vice Chair X

Item B:
Scott Pipkins, the contractor, requests a variance from the minimum side setback requirement 
(Table 6.1) of 10 feet for an R-1A zoned property to allow for a 5 feet side setback for a proposed 
residential structure located at 500 Walnut Street. (Parcel No.: 2-029O-10-223.00; PPIN: 19157, 
Forrest County, Ward 4.)
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Comments:
The planning staff introduced the case.  Comments were made by the planning staff. 

Chair Harris opened the public portion of the public meeting. The applicant Scott Pipkins came 
to speak on behalf of the proposal. He stated that approval documentation from the adjacent 
property owner was shared with the planning staff. Then Chair Harris closed the public hearing 
portion of the meeting. A motion was made to approve by Ms. Ready on basis I.

Presented by:
Scott Pipkins, Representative

Proponents:
1. None

Opponents:
1. None

Motion:
Ms. Ready made the motion to approve based on hardship

Second:
Ms. Cathey 

Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
Shawn Harris, Chair X
Jessica Cathey X
Lucy Parkman X
Stacey Ready X
James Trussell X
Bernard Green, Vice Chair X

BUSINESS MEETING
No items were presented in the business meeting.  

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 4:33 p.m.
Motion:

Vice Chair Green
Second:

Ms. Ready
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Vote:

Board Member Yea Nay Other
Shawn Harris, Chair X
Jessica Cathey X
Lucy Parkman X
Stacey Ready X
James Trussell X
Bernard Green X

______________________________
Shawn Harris, Chair

Cory Long, AICP, Planning Division Manager
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October 2023 BOA Item: A
William Carey University, Owner; John Anglin, Engineer and Kevin Lewis, Architect
Request for: Maximum Building Height and Perimeter Landscaping Variances

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: William Carey University, Owner; John Anglin, Engineer and Kevin Lewis, 
Architect

Address of Property: Tax Parcel PPIN: Ward:
710 William Carey Pkwy 2-038G-15-222.00 13708     2

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Maximum Building Height

Purpose of Request: To consider variances for the construction of a new building 
located at 710 William Carey Parkway. The applicants are 
requesting a variance from the maximum building height of 35 feet 
for an R-3 Zoned property and to instead allow for a height of 60 
feet (LDC Table 6.1) (PPIN 13708, Forrest County, Ward 2).

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 4 Zoning Districts

4.5.7 R-3 Multi-Family Residential District: The purpose of the R-
3 District is to permit medium and high-density residential uses 
including multi-family, two-family, and single-family structures with 
related recreational, religious and educational facilities. This district 
is consistent with the Neighborhood Conservation 1 and 2 districts in 
the Comprehensive Plan. This zoning district encourage protected 
residential neighborhoods with only compatible supporting 
institutional uses and open space.

SECTION 6 Table 6.1 Dimensional Standards
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October 2023 BOA Item: A
William Carey University, Owner; John Anglin, Engineer and Kevin Lewis, Architect
Request for: Maximum Building Height and Perimeter Landscaping Variances

Present Zoning: R-3 Multi-Family Residential

Present Use: William Carey University

Future Land Use: Neighborhood Conservation District 1

Surrounding Zoning: 
and Land Use: North:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District

South:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District
East:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District
West:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District

Letters or 
Concerns stated: The Planning Division Office has not received any letters or other 

written communications relative to this case as of September 26th, 
2023. 

History / Background: The petitioner met with staff in Pre-App to discuss the construction 
of a new university facility for their Institute for Primary Care. They 
are proposing to demolish the Mary Ross Building and replace a 
new facility that will house classrooms and laboratories. The 
Building will connect to the existing College of Osteopathic 
Medicine building on Campus and is being proposed to be 60 feet 
tall. The applicant has provided multiple potential elevations for 
the building and is included in this report. 

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
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October 2023 BOA Item: A
William Carey University, Owner; John Anglin, Engineer and Kevin Lewis, Architect
Request for: Maximum Building Height and Perimeter Landscaping Variances

privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: A 

 

SUBJECT PARCEL 

710 William Carey Parkway — Building Height Variance 

William Carey University, Owner; John Anglin, Engineer and Kevin Lewis, 

Architect  

The petitioners request variances for the construction of a new building locat-

ed at 710 William Carey Parkway. The applicants are requesting a variance 

from the maximum building height of 35 feet for an R-3 Zoned property and 

to instead allow for a height of 60 feet (LDC Table 6.1) (LDC 7.10.2) (PPIN 

13708, Forrest County, Ward 2). 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: A 

 

Vicinity Map: Ward 2 

Zoning: R-3 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: A 

 

Site Aerial 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: A 

 

R-3 Multi-Family Residential and R-1A Single-family 

Residential  

Surrounding Area 
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Surrounding Area 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: A 

 

Site Plan 
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Site Plan 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: A 

 

Architectural Rendering of Building 
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October 2023 BOA Item: B
Michael W. Anderson, Representative
Request for: Zoning Buffer Variance

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: Michael W. Anderson, Representative

Address of Property: Tax Parcel PPIN: Ward:
350 S 11th Avenue 2-029M-09-053.00 16934     4

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Zoning Buffer Variance

Purpose of Request: To consider a variance from the minimum zoning buffer 
requirement of 10 feet for an R-3 zoned property to instead allow 
for a 0 ft buffer (LDC Table 7.11-2) for a property located at 350 S 
11th Avenue for the construction of a parking lot. (PPIN 16934, 
Forrest County, Ward 4).

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 4 Zoning Districts

4.5.7 R-3 Multi-Family Residential District: The purpose of the R-
3 District is to permit medium and high-density residential uses 
including multi-family, two-family, and single-family structures with 
related recreational, religious and educational facilities. This district 
is consistent with the Neighborhood Conservation 1 and 2 districts in 
the Comprehensive Plan. This zoning district encourage protected 
residential neighborhoods with only compatible supporting 
institutional uses and open space.

SECTION 7 7.11-2 Zoning Buffer Requirements
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October 2023 BOA Item: B
Michael W. Anderson, Representative
Request for: Zoning Buffer Variance

Present Zoning: R-3 Multi-Family Residential

Present Use: Residence (Vacant)

Future Land Use: Neighborhood Conservation District 1

Surrounding Zoning: 
and Land Use: North:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District

South:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District
East:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District
West:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District

Letters or 
Concerns stated: The Planning Division Office has not received any letters or other 

written communications relative to this case as of September 21st, 
2023. 

History / Background: The petitioner met with staff to discuss improvements on the site 
for the property to be utilized as a multi-family property. The 
property was rezoned to R-3 on June 6th, 2023. The applicant is 
proposing additional parking on the north side of the property and 
is requesting relief from the code from the zoning buffer 
requirement for R-3 adjacent to a single-family zoned property. 
The property is part of the Oaks Historic District and all exterior 
changes must be approved by the Hattiesburg Historic 
Conservation Commission.

The Board of Adjustment can consider the requirement to 
establish an opaque fence that is compliant with the Hattiesburg 
Historic Conservation Commission and Land Development Code 
as part of their approval, up to 8’.

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):
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October 2023 BOA Item: B
Michael W. Anderson, Representative
Request for: Zoning Buffer Variance

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.

Conditions to consider with an Approval:

The requirement to establish an opaque fence that is compliant 
with the Hattiesburg Historic Conservation Commission and Land 
Development Code is part of the conditions of this approval.
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

SUBJECT PARCEL 

350 S 11th Avenue — Zoning Buffer Variance  

Michael W. Anderson, Representative  

The petitioner requests a variance from the minimum zoning buffer require-

ment of 10 feet for an R-3 zoned property to instead allow for a 0 ft buffer 

(LDC Table 7.11-2) for a property located at 350 S 11th Avenue for the con-

struction of a parking lot. (PPIN 16934, Forrest County, Ward 4).  
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

 

Vicinity Map: Ward 4 

Zoning: R-3 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

 

Site Aerial 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

 

Northern and Southern Directions: R-1B 

Surrounding Area 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

 

Surrounding Area 

Eastern and Western Directions: R-1B Single-Family Residential 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

Conceptual Site Plan 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

Conceptual Site Plan 

Approximate landscaped 

zoning buffer distance of 

10’ required  
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There came on for consideration at a duly constituted meeting of the Mayor and Members 

of the City Council of the City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, held on the 61h day of June, 2023, the 

following Ordinance: 

ORDINANCE NO. 3330 

ADOPT AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PETITION FILED BY ROBIN ROBERTS, 

APPLICANT, AND MICHAEL ALBANESE OF BURNICE WHITTIER SMITH CORP., 

TO CHANGE THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION FOR CERTAIN PROPERTIES 

LOCATED AT 350 Sum AVE. TO CHANGE THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

350 S 11 nt A VE. FROM R-lB TO R-3 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI: 

SECTION 1. That the Comprehensive Zoning District Map, adopted as part of the 

Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance No. 3209, as amended, of the City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 

be and the same is hereby changed and amended. The Hattiesburg Planning Commission 

recommended to Approve said change in zoning for the following reasons: 

The character of the neighborhood has changed substantially so that rezoning is clearly 

justified, and there is a public need for the rezoning. 

Said property being more particularly described as follows, to-wit: 

Parcel No. 2-029M-09-053.00, PPIN 16934: 

Lot 13, in Block 13 of the Hattiesburg Heights Property Survey to the City of 

Hattiesburg, Forrest County, Mississippi; and 

SECTION 2. Except as hereby expressly changed and amended, the aforesaid 

Comprehensive Zoning District Map and the Land Development Code Ordinance No. 3209, as 

amended, of said City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, shall be and remain in full force and form as 

adopted. 

SECTION 3. That this Ordinance take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from and 

after passage as provided by law. 

The above and foregoing Ordinance, after having been first reduced to writing, was 

introduced by Council Member Carroll, seconded by Council Member Ware, and was adopted 

by the following, to wit; 
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Ordinance #3330 - Rezoning Property 350 S. I 1111 from R-1 B to R-3 , 06/06/2023 

YEAS: 

George 

Delgado 
Carroll 
Ware 
Brown 

NAYS: 

None 

ABSENT: 

None 

The President thereby declared the motion carried and the Ordinance adopted this the 6th 

day of June, 2023. 

/:r~T'Ti'i:· ,~ ... 't"' ........ c& .. , 
(S E A L~~ .. ·;;01ateifi'c9.· ~" 

,'J\J . o"'C ....i... 6'· \..;"' 
:'- :c; ~ ...Jwv•. ~· .......... ~ ~ • .>'1 

:1-:--*st,AL :Gl: ,-• • I o-. _,_: : 
\ . -""' ~ . . ,,... . ~ * . , 

A TTES 1~ : ·.. .. ..···~*:' 
• A~ • ·•<>~ • ..... r..~1s·... . . . :\ ~~~ ..... 

·· ... SIS~.-" ....... _. .. -

ADOPTED: 

The above and foregoing Ordinance, having been submitted to and approved by the 

Mayor, this the 61h day of June, 2023. 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

L~ 
CITY CLERK 

2 
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October 2023 BOA Item: C
Frank Roberts, Owner, Ashley Roberts, Applicant and Robin Roberts, Representative
Request for: Minimum lot size variance

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: Frank Roberts, Owner, Ashley Roberts, Applicant and Robin Roberts, 
Representative

Address of Property: Tax Parcel PPIN: Ward:
101 Orange Street 2-029K-09-262.002 24621     4

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Minimum lot size variance

Purpose of Request: To consider a variance from Section 6.1 for the minimum lot size 
requirement of an R-1B zoned lot from 7500ft2 and instead allow 
for 6750ft2 for a minor subdivision of a single parcel into three 
separate parcels, located at 101 Orange Street (PPIN 24621, 
Forrest County, Ward 4).

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 4 Zoning Districts

4.5.4 R-1B Single-Family Residential District: The purpose of the 
R-1B District is to permit single-family residential uses with related 
recreational, religious and educational facilities. This district is 
consistent with the Neighborhood Conservation 1 and 2 districts in 
the Comprehensive Plan. This zoning district encourages protected 
lower density residential neighborhoods with only compatible 
supporting institutional uses and open space.

SECTION 6 Table 6.1 Dimensional Standards

82



October 2023 BOA Item: C
Frank Roberts, Owner, Ashley Roberts, Applicant and Robin Roberts, Representative
Request for: Minimum lot size variance

Present Zoning: R-1B Single Family Residential

Present Use: Vacant

Future Land Use: Neighborhood Conservation District 1

Surrounding Zoning: 
and Land Use: North:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District

South:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District
East:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District
West:  R-1B Single-Family Residential District

Letters or 
Concerns stated: The Planning Division Office has not received any letters or other 

written communications relative to this case as of September 26th, 
2023. 

History / Background: The petitioner met with staff to discuss a minor subdivision of the 
lot to build three 2-bedroom/1-bathroom single-family homes on 
the property. 

The originally platted subdivision has the property subdivided into 
three separate lots of record, however, they have been modified 
since it’s adoption and are no longer compliant with the 
dimensional requirements for an R-1B lot size with the current 
Land Development Code, and in order to return, a variance is 
required in our code.

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
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October 2023 BOA Item: C
Frank Roberts, Owner, Ashley Roberts, Applicant and Robin Roberts, Representative
Request for: Minimum lot size variance

same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

SUBJECT PARCEL 

101 Orange St — Minimum lot size variance  

Frank Roberts, Owner, Ashley Roberts, Applicant and Robin Roberts, Repre-

sentative  

The petitioners request a variance from the maximum allowed open storage 

space of 50% of a side and rear lot and instead allow for 100% of the side and 

rear lot (LDC 5.4.16.3). The applicant also requests a variance from the maxi-

mum allowed fence height of 4 feet in a front setback to instead allow for a 

fence height of 6’ (LDC 7.9.8.6). The applicant also requests a variance from 

the required screening requirements from major thoroughfares for an outdoor 

storage yard to allow for no screening (LDC 5.4.16.3). The request is for an 

expansion located at 7128 Highway 49 (PPIN 9216, 9237, Forrest County, 

Ward 1). 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

 

Vicinity Map: Ward 1 

Zoning: R-1B 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

 

Site Aerial 
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: C 

 

 

Northern and Southern Directions: R-1B 

Single-Family Residential 

Surrounding Area 
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Surrounding Area 

Eastern and Western Directions: R-1B Single-Family Residential 
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Proposed Plat 
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Original Subdivision Lots Proposed for Minor Subdivision  

 

1 2 3 
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October 2023 BOA Item: D
Hastings Puckett, Owner; Ron McMaster and Cole Goza, Engineers
Request for: Storage Area, Fence Height and Screening Variances

Board of Adjustment
Case Fact Sheet

______________________________________________________________________________

Name of Petitioners: Hastings Puckett, Owner; Ron McMaster and Cole Goza, Engineers

Address of Property: Tax Parcel PPIN: Ward:
7128 Highway 49 2-012N-23-005.00 9237     1

______________________________________________________________________________

Request: Storage Area, Fence Height and Screening Variances

Purpose of Request: To consider a variance from from the maximum allowed open 
storage space of 50% of a side and rear lot and instead allow for 
100% of the side and rear lot (LDC 5.4.16.3). The applicant also 
requests a variance from the maximum allowed fence height of 4 
feet in a front setback to instead allow for a fence height of 6’ 
(LDC 7.9.8.6). The applicant also requests a variance from the 
required screening requirements from major thoroughfares for an 
outdoor storage yard to allow for no screening (LDC 5.4.16.2). 
The request is for an expansion located at 7128 Highway 49 
(PPIN 9216, 9237, Forrest County, Ward 1).

Applicant Summary: See Attached

Applicable Regulations:

SECTION 4 Zoning Districts

4.5.12 B-5 Regional Business District: The purpose of the B-5 
District is to provide for retail, personal and business services, 
offices, and financial services in locations with convenient access to 
the region’s population consistent with comprehensive planning 
policies. This district is consistent with the Regional Business District 
in the Comprehensive Plan.

SECTION 5 5.4.16 Construction Offices
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October 2023 BOA Item: D
Hastings Puckett, Owner; Ron McMaster and Cole Goza, Engineers
Request for: Storage Area, Fence Height and Screening Variances

5.4.16.3 A maximum open storage space of 50% of the side and 
rear lot area is allowed for business and industrial equipment and 
materials.
5.4.16.2 Outdoor storage shall be screened from major 
thoroughfares and adjacent properties in accordance with the 
screening requirements set forth in Section 7.9.

SECTION 7 Table 7.1 Design Standards

SECTION 7 7.12.10 Parking and Storage Areas in Non-Residential Zones

7.12.10.4 A maximum outdoor equipment storage space of 50% 
of the side and rear lot area is allowed for business and industrial 
equipment and materials if outdoor storage is an accessory to 
another use on the same lot.

i. Unless otherwise permitted, commercial outdoor storage areas 
shall be hard surface only.

ii. All outdoor storage associated with automotive and tow yard 
uses shall be hard surface, regardless of zone.

iii. Dustless gravel maintained so as to be free of overgrowth 
may be allowed for only non-public outdoor storage space of 
heavy equipment and non-hazardous materials by right in A-1, I 
zones and as a Conditional Use in A-2 and B-5 zones. Any 
approved gravel storage lot shall be subject to driveway 
requirements per 7.12.8.3.

Present Zoning: The parcel is currently zoned B-5 (Regional Business District)

Present Use: Puckett Rents (Business)

Future Land Use: Regional Business and Regional Business Corridor

Surrounding Zoning: 
and Land Use: North:  B-5 Regional Business District

South: B-5 Regional Business District
East: A-1 Agricultural District
West: City Limits

Letters or 
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October 2023 BOA Item: D
Hastings Puckett, Owner; Ron McMaster and Cole Goza, Engineers
Request for: Storage Area, Fence Height and Screening Variances
Concerns stated: The Planning Division Office has not received any letters or other 

written communications relative to this case as of September 26th, 
2023. 

History / Background: The applicant met with staff in Pre-Application to discuss an 
expansion of the existing Puckett Rents business on Highway 49. 
The proposed expansion of their outdoor storage area includes a 
9000 sf storage facility. The expansion includes the installation of a 
gravel surface for the expanded outdoor storage area. Staff 
informed the applicant the gravel surface would require a conditional 
use for approval. The side yard storage area also exceeds the 
maximum allowance of 50% of the side and rear yard as outdoor 
storage, which the applicant is seeking a variance for. The 
expansion area and storage facility are also within the AE Special 
Flood Hazard Area (100 year), and all development will need to be 
compliant with the Flood Damage and Prevention Ordinance.

The LDC was amended in September 2020 to allow gravel surfaces 
in non-public outdoor storage yards as a conditional use in B-5 
zoning.

The applicant is also seeking a variance request for the fence height 
in the front setback, to request a height up to 6’. The applicant is 
also seeking a variance from having to install the screening 
requirement for an outdoor storage area, where they are proposing 
to have none with their request.

Basis for Approval (12.4.1.1):

I. Hardship.
• The hardship is unique to the property and is not or will not be 
caused by the actions or inactions of the applicant.
• There are exceptional conditions creating an undue hardship 
applicable only to the property involved or the intended use which 
do not apply generally to the other land areas or uses within the 
same zoning district.

 II. Special Privilege. A variance shall not confer any special 
privilege that is denied to other lands or structures in the same 
zoning district. 

 III. Literal Interpretation. The literal interpretation of the provisions 
of the regulations would deprive the applicant of rights commonly 
enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district and would 
cause unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant.

 IV. Reasonable Use. The applicant cannot make reasonable use 
of the property without the requested variance.

 V. Minimum Required. The granting of a variance is the minimum 
variance that will make possible the reasonable use of the land or 
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October 2023 BOA Item: D
Hastings Puckett, Owner; Ron McMaster and Cole Goza, Engineers
Request for: Storage Area, Fence Height and Screening Variances

structure.

VI. Conformance with the Purposes of this Code. The granting of 
a variance will not conflict with the purposes and intent expressed 
or implied in the Land Development Code.
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                                                                                                                                                                                         BOA Item: D 

 

SUBJECT PARCEL 

7128 U.S HWY 49  — Storage Area, Fence Height and Screening 

Variances 

Hastings Puckett, Owner, Ron McMaster and Cole Goza, Engineers. 

The petitioners request a variance from the maximum allowed open storage 

space of 50% of a side and rear lot and instead allow for 100% of the side and 

rear lot (LDC 5.4.16.3). The applicant also requests a variance from the maxi-

mum allowed fence height of 4 feet in a front setback to instead allow for a 

fence height of 6’ (LDC 7.9.8.6). The applicant also requests a variance from 

the required screening requirements from major thoroughfares for an outdoor 

storage yard to allow for no screening (LDC 5.4.16.3). The request is for an 

expansion located at 7128 Highway 49 (PPIN 9216, 9237, Forrest County, 

Ward 1). 
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Vicinity Map: Ward 1 

Zoning: B-5 
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Site Aerial 
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B-5 Regional Business District and City Limits 

Surrounding Area 
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Surrounding Area 

B-5 Regional Business District and City Limits 
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Flood Map 
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Flood Map 
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Proposed Site Plan 
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