
Place:   Jackie Dole Sherrill Community Center (Dining Room) 

Time: 1:00 PM

Planning Commission

AGENDA

5/5/2021

I. Business Meeting
  1. Review and approval of the May meeting agenda  
  2. Review and approval of the minutes of the February meeting
  3. Building Report
  4. Planning Report
  5. Chair's Report 
  6. Introductions
II. Public Hearing
  1. Presentation of Petitions for Public Hearing

  A.

Old Business: A petition has been filed by City of Hattiesburg, Applicant, as 
required in the Land Development Code, Ord. No. 3209, to amend the Land 
Development Code Section 5 Use Regulations and Conditions, Section 7 
Standards of Design, Section 9 Environmental Regulations, and Section 13 
Definitions. More specifically, amendments are proposed as they relate to food 
truck park uses and stormwater management.

  B.

A petition has been filed by Kenneth Cooley, Owner, as required in the Land 
Development Code, Ord. No. 3209, to change the zoning classification for certain 
properties located at 334, 336, 338, and 340 N 25th Avenue (Parcel 2­028J­08­
165.00, PPIN 26581, Parcel 2­028J­08­166.00, PPIN 26582, Parcel 2­028J­08­
167.00, PPIN 26583, and Parcel 2­028J­08­168.00, PPIN 26584,  Ward 4) from 
Section 4.5.9, B­2 (Neighborhood Business) District to Section 4.5.10, B­3 
(Community Business) District. 

III. Other Business
IV. Adjournment
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MINUTES OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

HATTIESBURG PLANNING COMMISSION  

February 3, 2021 

 

 The Hattiesburg Planning Commission did meet in a regular session on February 3, 2021, 

at 1:00 p.m. at the Jackie Dole Community Center, 220 West Front Street, Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi. Mark Miller, Chair, presided over the meeting. Due to the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic, CDC recommended social distancing guidelines were observed. Staff utilized 

GoToMeeting, an online meeting, desktop sharing, and telephone/video conferencing platform to 

allow Commissioners and petitioners to participate remotely.  A quorum was indicated and the 

attendance was as follows: 

Commissioners Present: Dick Conville (via GoToMeeting) 

Charles Dawe (via GoToMeeting) 

Michael Dickerson (via GoToMeeting) 

Amy Hinton, Vice-Chair  

Jeff Keyseear (via GoToMeeting) 

Elayne Lockett  

Mark Miller, Chair  

Rhoda A. Pickett (via GoToMeeting) 

Rebekah Ray 

Kenneth Waites  

 

Commissioners Absent:  Ricardo Bryant 

     

 

Also Present: Andrew Ellard, Director  

Jim Gladden, Esq.  

Ginger M. Lowrey, AICP, Planning Division Manager  

Caroline Miles, Planner 

Steve Mitchell, Building Offical  

         

Chair Miller declared the meeting of the Hattiesburg Planning Commission open and in 

session at 1:03 PM.  

AGENDA REVIEW 

 There came the matter of the February 2021 Agenda. A request was made by Chair Miller for 

a motion to approve the February 2021 Agenda. A motion to approve was made by Commissioner 

Hinton and seconded by Commissioner Ray. 

Commissioners voting aye:  Dick Conville (via GoToMeeting) 

Charles Dawe (via GoToMeeting) 

Michael Dickerson (via GoToMeeting) 

Amy Hinton, Vice-Chair  

Jeff Keyseear (via GoToMeeting) 

Elayne Lockett  

Mark Miller, Chair  

Rhoda A. Pickett (via GoToMeeting) 

Rebekah Ray 

Kenneth Waites  

Commissioners voting nay: None 

 

MINUTES REVIEW 

 There came the matter of the January 6, 2021 minutes. Commissioner Ray requested a 
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grammatical and a formatting correction. Staff noted that Steve Mitchell was not listed as present 

at the meeting when he was present.  A motion was made by Commissioner Ray to approve the 

January 6, 2021 minutes with corrections and seconded by Commissioner Lockett.  

Commissioners voting aye:  Dick Conville (via GoToMeeting) 

Charles Dawe (via GoToMeeting) 

Michael Dickerson (via GoToMeeting) 

Amy Hinton, Vice-Chair  

Jeff Keyseear (via GoToMeeting) 

Elayne Lockett  

Mark Miller, Chair  

Rhoda A. Pickett (via GoToMeeting) 

Rebekah Ray 

Kenneth Waites  

Commissioners voting nay: None 

 

REPORTS 

BUILDING REPORT 

Steve Mitchell, Building Official, provided the Building Permit Report for January 2021. 

Staff emailed copies to the Commissioners prior to the meeting, and physical copies were provided 

to Commissioners who attended in person.  

PLANNING REPORT 

 There came the matter of the Planning Report by Ginger Maddox Lowrey, AICP. On 

February 2, 2021, City Council approved the zoning change from R-1C to A-2 at 512 N. 

Washington Ave. after the applicant appealed the Planning Commission’s recommendation to 

deny the zoning change.  

 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

 There came the matter of the Chair’s Report by Chair Miller. He commented that part of 

the APA Planning Commissioner training in December 2020 discussed “public need” for 

rezoning in terms of what is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. He asked Staff to provide 

more information on the future land use map and use designations.  

INTRODUCTIONS 

 The Commissioners introduced themselves.  

PUBLIC HEARING – PLANNING COMMISSION 

There came the matter of Item A (Zoning Change), to consider a request that has been 

filed by Ronald Blackwell, Engineer, and Bennet V. York, Owner, as required in the Land 

Development Code, Ord. No. 3209, to change the zoning classification for a portion of a 

property located at 156 Cross Creek Parkway (Parcel 051M-11-011.000, PPIN 7622, Ward 3) 

from Section 4.5.12, B-5 (Regional Business) District to Section 4.5.7, R-3 (Multi-Family 

Residential) District. 

Name           Address                             City/State 

Presented by: Ronnie Blackwell           Hattiesburg, MS 

 Bennett York   Hattiesburg, MS 

 Michelle Littlejohn   Hattiesburg, MS 

Proponents: None  

Opponents:  None 
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 Ronnie Blackwell presented the request. Chair Miller asked Mr. Blackwell how is there a 

public need for the rezoning when the Commission approved a rezone for a similar request to the 

south of the subject property that the applicants failed to develop. Mr. Blackwell stated that after 

doing preliminary work, they determined that the proposed 84-unit complex was not large 

enough to support the amenities they planned to offer. Additionally, due to Covid-19, 

construction costs made the development financially unfeasible.  

Dr. Bennett York also spoke on the request. He stated that while the first project was 

financially unfeasible, this proposed project is a larger development that could support amenities. 

He could not promise that the new project would be feasible until further preliminary analysis is 

done, which is not fiscally responsible to undertake until a rezoning had been secured. He further 

stated that a development on the site would be in the same character as the surrounding Cross 

Creek apartment complexes.  

Michelle Littlejohn presented evidence for public need. She provided data regarding high 

occupancy rates in the vicinity apartment complexes, the demand for more multi-family house in 

the Oak Grove School District, specifically the Long Leaf Elementary School, and general 

demand for multi-family housing in the vicinity.  

Chair Miller declared the Public Hearing closed and the Business Meeting open for 

voting on the request (Item A). Commissioner Hinton stated that she believed that Ms. Littlejohn 

provided ample evidence that there was a continued public need for this type of zoning in this 

area of Hattiesburg. Commissioner Dawe made a motion to approve the request on the basis that 

the character of the neighborhood has changed substantially so that rezoning is clearly justified 

and there is a public need for the rezoning. Commissioner Conville seconded the motion. 

Commissioners attending in person submitted physical voting sheets.     

Commissioners voting aye:  Dick Conville (via GoToMeeting) 

Charles Dawe (via GoToMeeting) 

Michael Dickerson (via GoToMeeting) 

Amy Hinton, Vice-Chair  

Jeff Keyseear (via GoToMeeting) 

Elayne Lockett  

Mark Miller, Chair  

Rhoda A. Pickett (via GoToMeeting) 

Rebekah Ray 

Kenneth Waites  

Commissioners voting nay: None 

 

BUSINESS MEETING 

Having no further business, Commissioner Hinton made a motion to adjourn the meeting. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lockett. The meeting was adjourned at 2:23 PM.  

 

______________________________ 

Mark Miller, Chair  

 

      

Ginger Maddox Lowrey, AICP, CFM, Planning Division Manager 
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