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August 31, 2017City Council - Special Called 

Meeting

Meeting Agenda - Final

Adopt Resolution and Order to Condemn Property to be acquired 

from Stephen and Mary Dryden, Parcel No. 2-040C-30-015.00, for the 

COMSWIP Sewer Phase V Project

2017-6971.

RES-Order to condemn 8-31-17

RES#2017-143, executed RES-Order to Condemn 8-31-17

Attachments:

Adopt Resolution condemning the following properties as unclean and 

a menace to the health and safety of the community.

2017-7032.

M. Jordan - Memo - 1101 Main Street, 8-31-17

1. RES-1101 Main Street  Mt. Carmel Church 8-31-17

2. Mt Carmel Proof of Publication

Mt. Carmel Baptist Church Powerpoint-1

RES#2017-144, executed & recorded 1. RES-1101 Main Street  Mt. Carmel Church 8-31-17

Attachments:

Acknowledge receipt of bids August 30, 2017 for the demolition of Mt. 

Carmel Baptist Church; Accept bid from M & M Services in the 

amount of $339,970.00 as the only bid received.

2017-7023.

Memo-Neel- Schaffer

Certified bid tab

M  M Services BID

Notice of Award

executed Notice of Award, 8-31-17

Mary Dryden's Statement Regarding the Mt. Carmel Church, 8-31-17

Attachments:

Declare repairs of a drainage pipe off Grand Drive on Thornhill Drive 

as an emergency; Accept proposal from C. J. Morgan, Inc. to install 

arch concrete pipe to replace failed plastic pipe for a not to exceed 

amount of $350,000.00 as authorized by Mississippi Code Section 

31-7-13(k).

2017-6964.

L. Rutland - Emergency Purchase, 8-31-17

grand dr sdw aig2017

1235102_Plan_Street Ready Set_Signed_2017-08-28 (003)

Attachments:
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City of Hattiesburg, MS 200 Forrest St.

P.O. Box 1898 

Hattiesburg, MS 39401

File Number: 2017-697

File ID: Type: Status: 2017-697 Resolution Passed

1Version: Reference: In Control: City Council

08/30/2017File Created: Requester: Lamar Rutland

08/31/2017Final Action: Adopt Resolution and Order to Condemn Dryden 

Property for COMSWIP Sewer Phase V Project

Brief Title: 

MB2017-367Minute Book Number:

Title: 

Adopt Resolution and Order to Condemn Property to be acquired from 

Stephen and Mary Dryden, Parcel No. 2-040C-30-015.00, for the COMSWIP 

Sewer Phase V Project

Notes: 

Agenda Date: 08/31/2017

Indexes: Agenda Number: 1.

Sponsors: Enactment Date: 

RES-Order to condemn 8-31-17, RES#2017-143, 

executed RES-Order to Condemn 8-31-17

Attachments: Enactment Number: 

Meeting Date: Contact: 08/31/2017

Effective Date: Drafter: Sharon Waits

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 

1 PassAdopt08/31/2017City Council - Special 

Called Meeting

Adopt Action  Text: 

Carroll

George

Brown

3Yea:

Dryden1Recuse:

Text of Legislative File 2017-697

Title 

Adopt Resolution and Order to Condemn Property to be acquired from Stephen and Mary 

Dryden, Parcel No. 2-040C-30-015.00, for the COMSWIP Sewer Phase V Project

Summary

Adopt Resolution and Order to Condemn Dryden Property for COMSWIP Sewer Phase V 
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Project.
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RESOLUTION AND ORDER TO CONDEMN 

 

 

WHEREAS, upon careful consideration, the City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

(hereinafter “City”), acting by and through the City Council, has determined it to be in the 

best interests of the citizens of the City to replace, construct, install, or provide lines, valves 

and other equipment as a part of the COMSWIP Sewer Project – Phase V, located within the 

City limits; and,  

WHEREAS, to accomplish this project, the City finds it necessary to acquire for 

public use certain property belonging to the following landowners or their successors in title 

and/or other parties interested in said property as is more particularly described above and in 

the construction plans for said project, which said plans are made part hereof by reference; 

and, 

 WHEREAS, the appraisal of said property was approved by the City Council on 

August 8, 2017, and was followed by a Fair Market Value Offer, which has not been 

accepted. 

 

2-040C-30-015.00 (Stephen and Mary Dryden) 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, LET IT BE KNOWN THAT the City does hereby declare 

said property necessary for public use and orders that it be condemned if an agreement is not 

reached, and further that the City authorizes and requests its attorneys and/or other necessary 

professionals to institute any and all proceedings necessary to acquire the above described 

property for public use. 

In support of this Resolution and Order to Condemn, the City acknowledges and 

declares its eligibility to obtain the necessary right of way through eminent domain by virtue 

of the authority granted it in Section 21-37-47 of the Mississippi Code Annotated of 1972. 

The above and foregoing Resolution, having been first reduced to writing, was 

introduced by Council member  , seconded by Council 

member 

  , and adopted by the following vote, to wit; 

 

 

YEAS: NAYS:                                      ABSENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The President thereby declared the motion carried and the Resolution adopted, 

this the 31st  day of August, A.D., 2017. 

 

( S E A L ) 

 

ATTEST: ADOPTED: 

 

 

CLERK OF COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

The above and foregoing Resolution having been submitted to and approved by the 

Mayor, this the 31st day of August, A.D., 2017. 

 

 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

 

 

CITY CLERK MAYOR 







Master

City of Hattiesburg, MS 200 Forrest St.

P.O. Box 1898 

Hattiesburg, MS 39401

File Number: 2017-703

File ID: Type: Status: 2017-703 Resolution Passed

1Version: Reference: In Control: City Council

08/30/2017File Created: Requester: 

08/31/2017Final Action: Condemnation Resolution, 08-31-17Brief Title: 

MB2017-367-368Minute Book Number:

Title: 

Adopt Resolution condemning the following properties as unclean and a 

menace to the health and safety of the community.

Notes: 

Agenda Date: 08/31/2017

Indexes: Agenda Number: 2.

Sponsors: Enactment Date: 

M. Jordan - Memo - 1101 Main Street, 8-31-17, 1. 

RES-1101 Main Street  Mt. Carmel Church 8-31-17, 2. 

Mt Carmel Proof of Publication, Mt. Carmel Baptist 

Church Powerpoint-1, RES#2017-144, executed & 

recorded 1. RES-1101 Main Street  Mt. Carmel 

Church 8-31-17

Attachments: Enactment Number: 

Meeting Date: Contact: 08/31/2017

Effective Date: Drafter: Akwete Muhammad

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 

1 PassAdopt08/31/2017City Council - Special 

Called Meeting

Adopt Action  Text: 

Carroll

Dryden

George

Brown

4Yea:

Text of Legislative File 2017-703

Title 

Adopt Resolution condemning the following properties as unclean and a menace to the health 

and safety of the community.
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Summary

Condemnation Resolution, 08-31-17

Budget Information

Expenditure Type

 

Purchasing Item

 

Publication Information
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Prepared by:             Return to: 

City of Hattiesburg            City of Hattiesburg 

Code Enforcement            City Clerk’s Office 

P.O. Box 1898                                                       P.O. Box 1898 

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39403-1898                                                 Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39403-1898 

 

 

 

 RESOLUTION  

CONDEMNATION OF UNSAFE AND DILAPIDATED PROPERTY 

 

           WHEREAS, on the 18th day of July 2017, the Council of the City of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 

passed an emergency resolution announcing the intention of the City Council to hold a hearing on the 15th 

of August, 2017, in Council Chambers at City Hall in Hattiesburg, Mississippi, as provided by Section 

21-19-11 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, as annotated and amended, to determine whether or not the 

following described property is in such a state of imminent danger as to be a menace to the health and 

safety of the community, to-wit: 

 

PARCEL: 029F-04-252, 1101 MAIN ST. HATTIESBURG, MS 39401 and 

better described as Lot One and Two, Block 170, G.D. WILSON 

SUBDIVISION, City of Hattiesburg, Forrest County, Mississippi, as per the 

official map or plat thereof on file in the office of the Chancery Clerk of the 

Forrest County, Mississippi, together with all improvements thereon and 

appurtenances thereunto belonging.  

 

WHEREAS, the owners and those with an interest in the property are: STATE BANK OF 

TEXAS, LIBERTY BANK AND TRUST CO., & MT. CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH OF 

HATTIESBURG; and, 

WHEREAS, the City of Hattiesburg has performed a thorough investigation into the status of the 

subject property through its Code Enforcement Division and has received the recommendations of its 

Building Official and Fire Marshall and of two independent engineers regarding the safety and status of 

the subject property; and,  

 WHEREAS, a portion of the aforementioned property may be found to be in such a state of 

imminent danger of collapse as to be a menace to the health and safety of the community and should be 

considered for condemnation and demolition expeditiously; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, proper and timely notice of said hearing was given to said parties more than two 

weeks prior to the date of the hearing; and,    

 

WHEREAS, at said hearing public comment was received; in addition, presentations from the 

code enforcement manager and the city engineer provided documentation of the 6-23-17 Plan of Action to 

demolish the unsafe structure signed by the City and Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, and of all other aspects 

of the City’s investigation as to whether buildings on the subject property are a menace to the public 

health, safety and welfare of the community and should be demolished due to the following violations: 

 

Dangerous Structure (International Property Maintenance Code, Sec. 08.1.5) 

Unsafe Structure (International Property Maintenance Code, Sec. 108.1.1)                            

Imminent Danger (International Property Maintenance Code, Sec. 109.1) 

Structure Unfit for Human Occupancy (International Property Maintenance Code, Sec. 

108.1.3) 

            Unsafe Conditions (International Property Maintenance Code, Sec. 304.1.1) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City shall take action to remove all 

violations shown upon hearing, said work to be legally contracted with a private contractor and the cost of 

same plus penalty to be certified by the City Clerk for further legal disposition.  Such cost and penalty 

shall constitute a civil debt and assessment and shall be a lien against the subject property.  

 

 A copy of this Resolution will be certified and recorded in the Chancery Clerk’s office of Forrest 

County, Mississippi. 

 

  The above and foregoing Resolution, having been first reduced to writing, was introduced by 

Council member _________________, seconded by Council member _________________, and adopted 

by the following vote, to-wit: 

 

 

  YEAS:    NAYS:      ABSENT: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The President declared the motion carried and the resolution adopted, this the 31st day of August, 

A.D., 2017. 

 

 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

 

ATTEST:       ADOPTED: 

 

 

 

 

________________________     __________________________ 

CLERK OF COUNCIL     PRESIDENT 

 

 

 

 

 The above and foregoing Resolution having been submitted to and approved by the Mayor, this 

the 31st day of August, A.D., 2017. 

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:       APPROVED: 

 

 

 

 

_________________________     __________________________ 

CITY CLERK       MAYOR 
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TIMELINE

•February 2013
Tornado occurred in Hattiesburg, causing extensive 
damage to Mt. Carmel Baptist Church

•July 2015
The City of Hattiesburg provided information to the 
Church regarding the reconstruction process



TIMELINE
•March 2016
Code Enforcement communicated concerns to Mt. Carmel 
Baptist Church regarding the public safety of Building B.

•April 2016
The City requested additional documentation regarding the 
status of repairs to Building B.

•April 2016
An Initial Assessment Report from M3A Architects was provided 
to Mt. Carmel Baptist Church.

•August 2016
City Code Enforcement issued a Notice of Violations to Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church.



TIMELINE
•March 28, 2017
City Code Enforcement issued a Municipal Offense Ticket to the 
Church.

•May 4, 2017
City Fire Marshal and Building Official declared Building B to be 
unsafe and a public hazard.

•May 11, 2017
The Church made their initial appearance in Environmental 
Court to develop a Plan of Action for review and approval in 30 
days.



TIMELINE
•May 11, 2017
The Church engaged 2nd Moment to prepare a Structural 
Assessment of Building B.        

•May 22, 2017
City and Church officials met and the Church agreed that 
demolition of Building B was the most feasible plan.

•June 23, 2017
The City and the Church signed the Plan of Action.

•July 14, 2017
Main Street was closed due to public safety concerns.





ENVIRONMENTAL COURT







Building “A”

Building “C”

Building “B”







M3A ARCHITECTURE

• Hired by Mount Carmel and provided complete 
report April 18, 2016.

• “Building B is structurally compromised. It is 
unstable, unsafe, and in various stages of imminent 
collapse.”

• “Since the damage on Building B is so extensive, it 
is clear that a replacement building will be the 
most cost effective option.”



M3A ARCHITECTURE

“An alternative option is to structurally 
stabilize the existing perimeter brick walls, 
via a new perimeter structural steel frame, 
demolish the existing interior walls, floors 
and roofs, and then rebuild the entire 
interior inside-out. This approach is 
tedious, potentially risky and none the 
less- very expensive.”



M3A ARCHITECTURE

• Provided costs estimates to 
demolish and rebuild Building B

• Demolish $506,430.00

• Rebuild $7,348,467.02





2ND MOMENT
ENGINEERING REPORT

“Building B is not safe to occupy. Because the 
wood interior of the building is deteriorating 
(due to its prolonged exposure to moisture), 
the building can collapse. The collapse of the 
building can cause injury to anyone that may 
be near the building. The collapse can also 
cause damage to buildings near building B.”



2ND MOMENT ENGINEERING
REPORT: SOLUTION 1

“The exterior walls can be supported by tilt up wall bracing at 
the top of the wall and at the midpoint of the wall. The tilt up 
wall bracing will need to be supported by a concrete foundation 
around the building. Also, at the wall the tilt up wall bracing 
shall be attached to a beam that will support the wall. This 
bracing shall go around the east, west, and south ends of the 
building. If this is the direction that the church wants to pursue, 
more design must be done. Also, this solution is expensive.

This solution may cause the building to collapse. This solution 
will not work if steps aren’t taken to keep water out of the 
building.”



2ND MOMENT ENGINEERING 
REPORT: SOLUTION 2

“The building can be demolished. The 
scope and manner of the tear down shall 
be determined prior to dismantling the 
building.” 



2ND MOMENT 
ENGINEERING REPORT : 
FINAL STATEMENT

“In conclusion Building B at Mount 
Carmel is in a precarious state. 
Collapse is imminent if left as it is.” 



NEEL–SCHAFFER REPORT

“Based on visual and aerial inspections 
performed as well as the findings of 
the 2nd Moment report, it is my 
opinion that there is a possibility that 
portions, namely the brick façade, of 
the building could collapse and impact 
Main Street. “ 



CURRENT STATUS

Three different engineering firms 
agree that the church is in imminent 
danger of collapse.









TWO OPTIONS

• Stabilize
• Demolish



STABILIZE
• Concerns 

• Brick facade is supported by wooden frame work
• Due to the amount of moisture in the building much of 

the wooden framework is rotten.

• Making it difficult to find something to support the 
structure.

• No roof 
• Without any structural support there is nothing to attach 

a roof.

• A steel frame would have to be built around the entire 
building in order to brace the exterior walls.



OLD HATTIESBURG HIGH
SCHOOL /
MOUNT CARMEL CHURCH

• Mt. Carmel Baptist Church - 1913
• High School - 1921
• Both buildings have brick façade



OLD HATTIESBURG HIGH

Hattiesburg 
High School 
was built 
using brick 
and concrete 
columns to 
support the 
exterior 
facade.





MOUNT CARMEL

Mount Carmel 
is a wood 
framed 
structure that is 
faced with brick 
on the outside. 
The continued 
exposure to the 
elements has 
caused the 
wood frame to 
rot and fail. 





STABILIZATION
• Neel-Schaffer hired Jeff Laird to evaluate 

the building and determine a cost to 
stabilize the existing  structure. 
• Jeff Laird (Eaton Schools, Hattiesburg High, 

Old Capitol Museum, Tougaloo Mansion)

• A steel structure constructed around 
with plywood attached to it in order to 
hold up the brick façade will cost 
$2,635,000.





DEMOLITION
• Project was publicly advertised
• Hired Neel-Schaffer to design drawings 
• Only demolishing BUILDING B that is in 

imminent failure
• Includes re-grading the site and addition 

of sidewalks along roadways 
• Estimated cost: $600,000



TWO OPTIONS

• Stabilize - $2.6 Million

• Demolish - $600,000



IN SUMMARY

• All industry experts agree that 
BUILDING B is imminent danger 
of collapse.

• Costs to stabilize the building is 
the most expensive option and 
that it may not keep the building 
from collapsing.



MS Constitution
Article 4: Section 66

• LAW GRANTING DONATION OR 
GRATUITY
• No law granting a donation or gratuity in favor of 

any person or object shall be enacted except by 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members 
elect of each branch of the legislature, nor by any 
vote for a sectarian purpose or use.
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File ID: Type: Status: 2017-702 Regular Agenda Item Approved

1Version: Reference: In Control: City Council

08/30/2017File Created: Requester: 

08/31/2017Final Action: Condemnation Resolution, 08-31-17Brief Title: 

MB2017-368Minute Book Number:

Title: 

Acknowledge receipt of bids August 30, 2017 for the demolition of Mt. 

Carmel Baptist Church; Accept bid from M & M Services in the amount of 

$339,970.00 as the only bid received.

Notes: 

Agenda Date: 08/31/2017

Indexes: Agenda Number: 3.

Sponsors: Enactment Date: 

Memo-Neel- Schaffer, Certified bid tab, M  M Services 

BID, Notice of Award, executed Notice of Award, 

8-31-17, Mary Dryden's Statement Regarding the Mt. 

Carmel Church, 8-31-17

Attachments: Enactment Number: 

Meeting Date: Contact: 08/31/2017

Effective Date: Drafter: Akwete Muhammad

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 

1 PassAcknowledge08/31/2017City Council - Special 

Called Meeting
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A MOTION was made by Council Vice President Dryden and seconded by Council Member George to 

Acknowledge receipt of bids [submitted] August 30, 2017 for the demolition of Mt. Carmel Baptist 

Church; Accept bid from M & M Services in the amount of $339,970.00 as the only bid received.

Council Vice President Dryden read aloud a statement regarding Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 

(attached).

Following discussion, the Motion received the affirmative vote of the Council as follows:

Yeas: 3 - George, Carroll and Dryden

Nays: 0

Abstain: 1 - Brown 

Absent: 1 - Delgado

 Action  Text: 

Carroll

Dryden

George

3Yea:

Brown1Abstain:

Text of Legislative File 2017-702

Title 

Acknowledge receipt of bids August 30, 2017 for the demolition of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church; 

Accept bid from M & M Services in the amount of $339,970.00 as the only bid received.

Summary

Accept bid for demolition of Mt. Carmel Church

Budget Information

001092.7100.13
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08/30/2017File Created: Requester: Lamar Rutland

08/31/2017Final Action: Emergency drainage repair off Grand Drive on Thornhill 

Drive

Brief Title: 

MB2017-368Minute Book Number:

Title: 

Declare repairs of a drainage pipe off Grand Drive on Thornhill Drive as an 

emergency; Accept proposal from C. J. Morgan, Inc. to install arch concrete 

pipe to replace failed plastic pipe for a not to exceed amount of $350,000.00 

as authorized by Mississippi Code Section 31-7-13(k). 

 

Notes: 

Agenda Date: 08/31/2017

Indexes: Agenda Number: 4.

Sponsors: Enactment Date: 

L. Rutland - Emergency Purchase, 8-31-17, grand dr 

sdw aig2017, 1235102_Plan_Street Ready 

Set_Signed_2017-08-28 (003)

Attachments: Enactment Number: 

Meeting Date: Contact: 08/31/2017

Effective Date: Drafter: Sharon Waits

History of Legislative File     

Action:  Result: Return 

Date:  

Due Date: Sent To:  Date:  Acting Body:  Ver-

sion: 

1 PassApprove08/31/2017City Council - Special 

Called Meeting
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A MOTION was made by Council Member George and seconded by Council Vice President Dryden to 

Declare repairs of a drainage pipe off Grand Drive on Thornhill Drive as an emergency; Accept 

proposal from C. J. Morgan, Inc. to install arch concrete pipe to replace failed plastic pipe for a not to 

exceed amount of $350,000.00 as authorized by Mississippi Code Section 31-7-13(k).

There being no discussion, the Motion received the affirmative vote of the Council as follows:

Yeas: 4 - George, Carroll, Dryden and Brown

Nays: 0

Absent: 1 - Delgado

 Action  Text: 

Carroll

Dryden

George

Brown

4Yea:

Text of Legislative File 2017-696

Title 

Declare repairs of a drainage pipe off Grand Drive on Thornhill Drive as an emergency; Accept 

proposal from C. J. Morgan, Inc. to install arch concrete pipe to replace failed plastic pipe for a 

not to exceed amount of $350,000.00 as authorized by Mississippi Code Section 31-7-13(k). 

 

Summary

Emergency drainage repair off Grand Drive on Thornhill Drive

 

Budget Information

$350,000

 

Expenditure Type

Emergency Purchase

 

Purchasing Item

Emergency Purchase
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